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US fast-tracks $16.5B arms sales to
UAE, Jordan, Kuwait amid Iran attacks

Secretary of State Marco Rubio issued emergency waivers to bypass the
normal congressional review period for the sales, the administration said,
as Iran signaled its ability to open a new front with strikes on Saudi

Arabia's Red Sea coast.
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People watch from a street as a tall smoke plume billows following an explosion in the Fujairah
industrial zone on March 3, 2026. — Fadel SENNA / AFP via Getty Images

WASHINGTON — The Trump administration announced
plans to sell more than $16.5 billion worth of radar systems,
air defense equipment, and fighter aircraft weaponry to the
United Arab Emirates, Kuwait and Jordan Thursday, as
Iranian missiles and drones continued to hit sensitive

infrastructure across the Gulf region.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio issued an emergency
waiver to bypass the mandatory congressional review period

for the sales, the Pentagon said in its press release.

For the UAE, the State Department approved $2.1 billion
worth of 10 FS-LIDS counter-drone interception systems,
along with 240 Coyote backpack-carried drone interceptor

systems, along with related sensors and munitions.

Another planned sale to the UAE includes a THAAD long-
range discrimination radar, as well as Sentinel A-4 uplinkers

and THAAD tactical operations and launch and control
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accompanying electronic equipment. Jordan, meanwhile, is
slated to receive $70.5 million worth of maintenance,
logistics, and munitions support for its F-16s, C-130s and F-5

aircraft.

The planned sales come as Iran has targeted sensitive early
warning and missile defense radar sensors in several US-
aligned countries in the Gulf. Iran has also repeatedly struck
civilian centers and, increasingly over the last 48 hours, oil

and gas infrastructure with drones and missiles.

US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Thursday praised Gulf
states for their support for Washington’s war effort, saying
Iran’s “reckless” pattern of counterattacks has brought some
of those countries “squarely into our orbit.” He specifically

named the UAE, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.

Speaking alongside Hegseth at the Pentagon, the US' top-
ranking general, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen.
Dan Caine, said the US military will continue to work with
Gulf states “to help them to improve any defensive

capabilities that they need.”

The expedited arms sales approvals came as the Trump
administration is preparing to ask Congress for a massive
$200 billion supplemental funding package, the Washington
Post first reported and a US official confirmed to Al-Monitor,
as the Pentagon seeks replenish its own stockpiles of

precision munitions expended during the war.
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met with leaders of the House Foreign Affairs Committee
Wednesday to discuss “strengthening coordination” in facing

Iran’s threats, the Saudi Embassy in Washington said.

Saudi Arabia’s Defense Ministry reported its forces
intercepted eight ballistic missiles approaching Riyadh late
Wednesday.

On Thursday, the ministry said at least one drone hit the key
Saudi Aramco-ExxonMobil (SAMREF) Refinery on the
kingdom’s west coast along the Red Sea. It also said Saudi
forces intercepted a ballistic missile targeting Port Yanbu,
the kingdom’s main oil and gas export terminal on the Red

Sea.

Saudi Arabia has shifted most of its seaborne exports of oil
and gas to its Red Sea coast in order to bypass Iran’s ongoing
missile attacks on shipping in the Strait of Hormuz. The
strikes by Iran Thursday came after Israeli warplanes hit
Iran's Pars natural gas field on Thursday in a new escalation.
The Iranian barrages - which followed damaging strikes on
the region's largest natural gas plant and export hub in Qatar
on Thursday - appeared to signal a warning by Tehran that
its forces may begin targeting Saudi Arabia's alternative Red

Sea export routes as well.

Doing so would almost certainly compound the pressure Iran
is imposing on the global economy, especially if Yemen's
Houthi rebels begin firing at commercial shipping in the Bab
al-Mandeb.

https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/us-fast-tracks-165b-arms-sales-uae-jordan-kuwait-amid-iran-attacks a/7


https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/turkey-qatar-pledge-deepen-defense-ties-blame-israel-iran-war
https://www.al-monitor.com/explore
https://www.al-monitor.com/newsletter/subscribe
https://www.al-monitor.com/events
https://www.al-monitor.com/
https://www.al-monitor.com/pro/subscribe
https://www.al-monitor.com/user/login?current=/originals/2026/03/us-fast-tracks-165b-arms-sales-uae-jordan-kuwait-amid-iran-attacks
https://www.al-monitor.com/politics-security
https://www.al-monitor.com/culture
https://www.al-monitor.com/technology
https://www.al-monitor.com/economy-business
https://www.al-monitor.com/explore
https://www.al-monitor.com/interviews
https://www.al-monitor.com/turkey
https://www.al-monitor.com/syria
https://www.al-monitor.com/saudi-arabia
https://www.al-monitor.com/iran
https://www.al-monitor.com/united-arab-emirates

4/8/26, 12:21 AM US fast-tracks $16.5B arms sales to UAE, Jordan, Kuwait amid Iran attacks - AL-MONITOR: The Middle East's leadi...

Q  Newsletters  Events AL' MON IT R Sign in

The Middle East's leading independent since 2012
POLITICS & SECURITY CULTURE TECHNOLOGY ECONOMY & BUSINESS EXPLORE INTERVIEWS

TURKEY SYRIA SAUDI ARABIA IRAN UNITED ARA

REIdICU 1VPILD

GCC Relations Iran-Israel Iran-Israel conflict
Iran-US tensions Oil and gas Military Industry

Defense/Security cooperation

Related Articles

e

US tells citizens to leave Saudi Arabia as ANALYSIS
Iran strikes energy sites: What to know Trump promises arms sales to the Gulf, but
can he deliver?
Beatrice Farhat
In Beirut, reporting on regional news, ﬁ Jared Szuba
culture, conflict In Washington, DC, reporting on defense,

national security, military

https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/us-fast-tracks-165b-arms-sales-uae-jordan-kuwait-amid-iran-attacks 5/7


https://www.al-monitor.com/contents/trending-topics/gcc-relations
https://www.al-monitor.com/contents/trending-topics/iran-israel
https://www.al-monitor.com/contents/trending-topics/iran-israel-conflict
https://www.al-monitor.com/contents/trending-topics/iran-us-tensions.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/contents/trending-topics/oil-and-gas
https://www.al-monitor.com/contents/trending-topics/military-industry
https://www.al-monitor.com/contents/trending-topics/defensesecurity-cooperation
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/us-tells-citizens-leave-saudi-arabia-iran-strikes-energy-sites-what-know
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/us-tells-citizens-leave-saudi-arabia-iran-strikes-energy-sites-what-know
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/beatrice-farhat
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/beatrice-farhat
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/beatrice-farhat
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/beatrice-farhat
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/beatrice-farhat
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/beatrice-farhat
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/beatrice-farhat
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/beatrice-farhat
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/beatrice-farhat
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/beatrice-farhat
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2025/05/trump-promises-arms-sales-gulf-can-he-deliver
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2025/05/trump-promises-arms-sales-gulf-can-he-deliver
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/explore
https://www.al-monitor.com/newsletter/subscribe
https://www.al-monitor.com/events
https://www.al-monitor.com/
https://www.al-monitor.com/pro/subscribe
https://www.al-monitor.com/user/login?current=/originals/2026/03/us-fast-tracks-165b-arms-sales-uae-jordan-kuwait-amid-iran-attacks
https://www.al-monitor.com/politics-security
https://www.al-monitor.com/culture
https://www.al-monitor.com/technology
https://www.al-monitor.com/economy-business
https://www.al-monitor.com/explore
https://www.al-monitor.com/interviews
https://www.al-monitor.com/turkey
https://www.al-monitor.com/syria
https://www.al-monitor.com/saudi-arabia
https://www.al-monitor.com/iran
https://www.al-monitor.com/united-arab-emirates

4/8/26, 12:21 AM US fast-tracks $16.5B arms sales to UAE, Jordan, Kuwait amid Iran attacks - AL-MONITOR: The Middle East's lead.i...

Q  Newsletters  Events AL‘ MON ITR Sign in

The Middle East’'s leading independent since 2012

POLITICS & SECURITY CULTURE TECHNOLOGY ECONOMY & BUSINESS EXPLORE INTERVIEWS

TURKEY SYRIA SAUDI ARABIA IRAN UNITED ARA
e v I 2 4 TrRTTT TITTEETRT s ovRTRTY ST Ty T TS T TR otRr T TSR
gas field

< Jared Szuba

In Washington, DC, reporting on defense,
national security, military

ALMONIT&R

Subscribe Now
The Middle East's leading independent since 2012

Countries Sectors Terms of Use About Us
Turkey Politics & Security Visitor Agreement About
Saudi Arabia Economy & Business Privacy Policy Journalists
Iran Technology FAQs Team

UAE Culture Submissions and Careers
Israel Our Archive Discussions Policy

Palestine

Egypt

Qatar

Lebanon

Syria

Sign up to our
Daily Briefing

Keep up with Al-Monitor's

top stories with a morning

https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/us-fast-tracks-165b-arms-sales-uae-jordan-kuwait-amid-iran-attacks 6/7


https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/us-fast-tracks-165b-arms-sales-uae-jordan-kuwait-amid-iran-attacks
https://www.al-monitor.com/pro/subscribe
https://www.al-monitor.com/turkey
https://www.al-monitor.com/saudi-arabia
https://www.al-monitor.com/iran
https://www.al-monitor.com/united-arab-emirates
https://www.al-monitor.com/israel
https://www.al-monitor.com/palestine
https://www.al-monitor.com/egypt
https://www.al-monitor.com/qatar
https://www.al-monitor.com/lebanon
https://www.al-monitor.com/syria
https://www.al-monitor.com/politics-security
https://www.al-monitor.com/economy-business
https://www.al-monitor.com/technology
https://www.al-monitor.com/culture
https://www.al-monitor.com/archives
https://www.al-monitor.com/visitor-agreement
https://www.al-monitor.com/privacy
https://www.al-monitor.com/frequently-asked-questions-faqs
https://www.al-monitor.com/submission-guidelines
https://www.al-monitor.com/submission-guidelines
https://www.al-monitor.com/about
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors
https://www.al-monitor.com/about#team
https://www.al-monitor.com/about#opportunities
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/energy-prices-surge-iran-targets-gulf-energy-facilities-after-israel-struck-its
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/energy-prices-surge-iran-targets-gulf-energy-facilities-after-israel-struck-its
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/energy-prices-surge-iran-targets-gulf-energy-facilities-after-israel-struck-its
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/09/pentagon-expands-counter-drone-exercise-saudi-arabia-eyeing-iran-threat
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/09/pentagon-expands-counter-drone-exercise-saudi-arabia-eyeing-iran-threat
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/authors/jared-szuba.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/explore
https://www.al-monitor.com/newsletter/subscribe
https://www.al-monitor.com/events
https://www.al-monitor.com/
https://www.al-monitor.com/pro/subscribe
https://www.al-monitor.com/user/login?current=/originals/2026/03/us-fast-tracks-165b-arms-sales-uae-jordan-kuwait-amid-iran-attacks
https://www.al-monitor.com/politics-security
https://www.al-monitor.com/culture
https://www.al-monitor.com/technology
https://www.al-monitor.com/economy-business
https://www.al-monitor.com/explore
https://www.al-monitor.com/interviews
https://www.al-monitor.com/turkey
https://www.al-monitor.com/syria
https://www.al-monitor.com/saudi-arabia
https://www.al-monitor.com/iran
https://www.al-monitor.com/united-arab-emirates

4/8/26, 12:21 AM US fast-tracks $16.5B arms sales to UAE, Jordan, Kuwait amid Iran attacks - AL-MONITOR: The Middle East's lead.i...

Q  Newsletters  Events AL‘ MON ITR Sign in

The Middle East’'s leading independent since 2012
POLITICS & SECURITY CULTURE TECHNOLOGY ECONOMY & BUSINESS EXPLORE INTERVIEWS

TURKEY SYRIA SAUDI ARABIA IRAN UNITED ARA

PN UM U I I M e D) IO S I S MR S LN L 1 M N NN N A 8NN e

For all other inquiries, please use contactus@al-monitor.com.

©2026 AL-MONITOR, LLC. All rights reserved.

https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/us-fast-tracks-165b-arms-sales-uae-jordan-kuwait-amid-iran-attacks

717


mailto:subscription.support@al-monitor.com
mailto:contactus@al-monitor.com
https://www.al-monitor.com/explore
https://www.al-monitor.com/newsletter/subscribe
https://www.al-monitor.com/events
https://www.al-monitor.com/
https://www.al-monitor.com/pro/subscribe
https://www.al-monitor.com/user/login?current=/originals/2026/03/us-fast-tracks-165b-arms-sales-uae-jordan-kuwait-amid-iran-attacks
https://www.al-monitor.com/politics-security
https://www.al-monitor.com/culture
https://www.al-monitor.com/technology
https://www.al-monitor.com/economy-business
https://www.al-monitor.com/explore
https://www.al-monitor.com/interviews
https://www.al-monitor.com/turkey
https://www.al-monitor.com/syria
https://www.al-monitor.com/saudi-arabia
https://www.al-monitor.com/iran
https://www.al-monitor.com/united-arab-emirates

