
Trending Crisis in the Middle East  The Trump Administration and Human Rights  Russia-Ukraine War  Ir

July 10, 2025 10:28AM EDT | News Release

Available In English العربية Français Español

US Imposes Sanctions on UN Special Rapporteur

UN Special Rapporteur for the occupied Palestinian territories Francesca Albanese during a press conference at the UN City in

Copenhagen, Denmark, February 5, 2025. © 2025 Ritzau Scanpix/Sipa USA via AP Photo

On July 9, the US government imposed sanctions on UN Human Rights Council-appointed Special

Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian Territory occupied since 1967 Francesca

Albanese under an executive order issued by President Donald Trump in February 2025. 
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In response, the following quote can be attributed to Liz Evenson, international justice director at

Human Rights Watch: 

"The US government’s decision to sanction Albanese for seeking justice through the International

Criminal Court is actually all about silencing a UN expert for doing her job, speaking truth about Israeli

violations against Palestinians and calling on governments and corporations not to be complicit. The

United States is working to dismantle the norms and institutions on which survivors of grave abuses

rely. UN and ICC member countries should strongly resist the US government’s shameless efforts to

block justice for the world’s worst crimes and condemn the outrageous sanctions on Albanese."

For Human Rights Watch’s reporting on Israel/Palestine, please see: https://www.hrw.org/middle-

east/north-africa/israel/palestine. 

For Human Rights Watch’s reporting on international justice, please see:

https://www.hrw.org/topic/international-justice. 
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