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New rule expands Trump's power to fire federal workers : NPR
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4/8/26, 5:36 AM New rule expands Trump’s power to fire federal workers : NPR
Starting March 9, an unspecified number of federal employees could lose their
current job protections and be converted into at-will employees at Trump's
discretion. That's according to a final rule issued Friday by the Office of Personnel
Management (OPM), the agency that handles many human resources functions for
the federal government.
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The Trump administration has argued that the change is a necessary step to make
the bureaucracy more efficient and accountable, citing the widely held sentiment
that it's too hard for the government to fire poor performers, as well as reports of
federal employees "slow walking" or otherwise obstructing Trump's directives.
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