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Judge James Boasberg of the sePhidttict Court in the District of Columbia ruled
Wednesday that there is "probable cause” to find the Trump administration in
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criminal contempt of court for violating his order last month to immediately pause
any deportations under the Alien Enemies Act.

President Trump on March 15 invoked the 1798 Alien Enemies Act to target
members of Tren de Aragua, a Venezuelan prison gang that Trump says is invading
the United States.

The government sent several planeloads of alleged gang members to El Salvador
immediately after invoking the act, including 137 people under the statute, the

White House said at the time.
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Boasberg imposed a temporary restraining order barring deportations that

evening — but the planes still arrived in El Salvador. The| Justice Department
argued that Boasberg had overstepped his authority by inserting himself into
nuestions of foreign policy.
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But Boasberg wasn't convinced.

He said that while he issued the order temporarily pausing the flight, "those
individuals were on planes being flown overseas, having been spirited out of the
United States by the Government before they could vindicate their due-process
rights by contesting their removability in a federal court, as the law requires."

LAW
Supreme Court backs Trump in controversial deportations case
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Government faces April 23 deadline

Boasberg gave the federal government until April 23 to respond to try to "purge
their contempt" and prove they did not violate his temporary restraining order.

Alternatively, the government must provide the name of the person or people who

chose not to halt Alien Enemies Act deportations out of the U.S. despite his order

— and Boasberg said he would refer them for prosecutio

hn SreekigfGansans Beepeasprehip, Choaleesind can carry a

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

'Webpdesinadgted inne dintéiappeliatedeltef SeWtiite Hous
HireLE6TPSLEVEAPEhEATY S 458 BUCL e T PPESTRfent is 1009

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

that {Srerisis ang eimmal. AL IHE TR Ale Rl onger

hnd dlstie comnniniies aerdissoidiese@unsnyent and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

n.
fine or prison sentence.

e communications
6 committed to ensuring
a threat to Americans

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/16/g9-s1-60696/judge-contempt-alien-enemies-act

4/16


https://www.justice.gov/archives/jm/criminal-resource-manual-754-criminal-versus-civil-contempt
https://x.com/stevencheung47/status/1912557527193014666?s=46&t=mkIcj26UgQbdKCovlxkgCQ

4/8/26, 5:01 AM Judge finds 'probable cause' to hold U.S. in contempt over deportations : NPR

D.D.C. 25-cv-00766 dckt 000080 000 filed 2025-04-16 contributed by
Catherine Laidlaw (NPR)
O3 File v Q Search
p.1

<

3

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to
provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, s(i)rpi]!ar

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,

T'he SHRECAE, GalkWEighad AR oR ARG Lase. astiqurek, sgying the ACLU and

Democracy Forward should have brought their suits in a|different court and under
.We and our partners péoa:e,ss data to Browd(f: ) o ) .
n different statute. But 1t didn't rule on the underlying constitutionality of Trump's

Actjvely sc evice characteristics fqr identifjcation. Star
nvog g e e e MIeh Aeh . ALS0. S A<y alleged gang members
e pentedrtend ex téréisietane echtanreegivemarotiogio@ke eportation and the opportunity

| resear h%nd services development.
[0 contest 1t.

'That Court's later determination that the TRO [tempora1y restraining order]
suffered from a legal defect, however, does not excuse the Government's

violation,' Boasberg said about the Supreme Court's opinion, referring to his
remporary restraining order. "If a party chooses to disobey the order — rather than
wait for it to be reversed through the judicial process — $uch disobedience is
punishable as contempt, notwithstanding any later-revealed deficiencies in the

brder.”
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"The Constitution does not tolerate willful disobedience of judicial orders —

especially by officials of a coordinate branch who have sworn an oath to uphold
it,' he added.

Democracy Forward, one of the groups suing to block immediate deportations
under the Alien Enemies Act, said it would continue to defend its clients and fight
for their due process.
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A sentence in an earlier version of this story has been updated to clarify that Democracy Forward
was not suing to block Judge James Boasberg’s temporary restraining order. Democracy Forward is
suing the Trump administration to block immediate deportations under the Alien Enemies Act.
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