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The US Occupational Safety and Health Administration is set to conduct more targeted inspections of

high-hazard industries like construction, manufacturing and warehousing next year, continuing a trend

from the Biden administration.

The agency charged with ensuring the safety of the country’s workforce carried out 17,170 programmed

inspections in fiscal year 2024, the latest OSHA inspection data available. That’s an 8% increase from the

year before, and puts the number of planned inspections on par with ones responding to employee

complaints, called unprogrammed inspections.

Employers should prepare for more of these unannounced inspections from OSHA in 2026, even as the

Trump administration adopts a business-friendly approach with an emphasis on voluntary compliance

programs, workplace safety attorneys say.

“Employers need to play the long game,” said Alana Genderson, a partner at Sidley Austin LLP. “OSHA is

placing a lot more emphasis on cooperative programs and working with employers—but OSHA is not

dropping the stick just because they’ve added more carrots.”

The two approaches work together to push employers into compliance with agency standards.
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