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Fewer than 50 people have access to Social Security Administration databases
containing hundreds of millions of people's private financial and personal
information.

But only one also has access to the government's human resources and student
loan files.

Akash Bobba is one of many Department of Government Efficiency staffers who
have embedded in federal agencies the last few months with virtually unfettered

hccess to the sensitive, compartmentalized sources of data collected by the
Bovernment. The team, which is steered by billionaire Elpn Musk, says it's
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Bobba is also one of many DOGE employees who, according to several federal
judges, were inappropriately given that access in violatign of privacy laws and
without proper training to handle the personally identifigble information the

ngencies collect.
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In one order last week blocking DOGE's access to Social
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Security data, U.S.

District Judge Ellen Lipton Hollander of Maryland said the government "never
identified or articulated even a single reason for which the DOGE Team needs

unlimited access to SSA's entire record systems, thereby

exposing personal,

confidential, sensitive, and private information that millions of Americans

entrusted to their government."

Instead of a more narrow approach to data access and work to "modernize the

system and uncover fraud,' Hollander wrote that DOGE's
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know the vast amount of sensitive personal information to which they were
granted access."

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to
provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

NO IaitRh P OW dTBROELAAQk BEERRE theRTRsideRksPOGE agenda may be, federal
hgerttéosnast ¥xechtedt il hacofehoehithriNebidw, Judge Deborah L. Boardman

wrote@" "Prate P d IR BABPeTPifYthis case.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

pefssieiinld udgena prfssiiiplagendgssdidmaippilow the law granting access to DOGE
ﬁéﬁ@i&(ﬂ:—&&ie social media features, and analyze NPR’s

B?éﬁic- This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

- )

We and our partners process data to provide:

and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience

n the (r)cchlgf%see@ﬂ%‘fff %ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?g%ration lawsuit, Hollander found several DOGE
staffers "were granted access to SSA systems before thejr background checks
Wwere completed or their inter-agency detail agreements were finalized."

Dne of those is Bobba, who was given access to the master data warehouse at

SSA that includes the Master Beneficiary Record, Supplémental Security Record
and Numident files containing "extensive information abut anyone with a social
security number,' according to filings in the case.
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According to a memorandum of understanding detailing Bobba's work with SSA,

the Office of Personnel Management and Education Department that was
improperly redacted by OPM, Bobba agreed to do any work on Social Security

data from the agency headquarters.

- >

A failed redaction reveals details of Akash Bobba's work with Social Security

Administration, Office of Personnel Management and the Education Department's data.
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The White House did not respond to questions about DOGE following privacy

laws, or whether Americans should be concerned about the level of DOGE's

access.
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Anne Weismann, a George Washington University Law School professor who
focuses on government accountability and transparency, said DOGE and its
employees have control over a "staggering”" amount of data about Americans.

"It's so ironic because Trump supporters are so worried about 'Big Brother' and
government, and they are allowing this entity to amass that data,’ Weismann said.
‘Tmean, I don't think there's another entity in the federall government that
collectively has access to that kind of data."
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