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In the first 100 days of his second term, President Trump has moved aggressively
to fulfill his promise of retribution against an extraordinary range of individuals
and organizations, targeting political opponents, news organizations, former
government officials, universities, international student protesters and law firms.

An NPR review has found that the administration is using a vast array of
government powers to launch criminal investigations, sweep people into ICE
detention, ban companies from receiving federal contracts, revoke security
clearances and fire employees.
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On Wednesday, April 9, Trump ordered criminal probes into two former Trump
administration officials, saying one was "guilty of treason" — a crime, Trump has
noted, that is punishable by death. That same day, he signed an order targeting a
law firm for alleged "election misconduct."

The next day, Thursday, Trump's former personal attorney, who is now the U.S.
attorney for New Jersey, announced criminal investigations into the state's
Democratic governor and attorney general over immigration policies.
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That Friday, his administration sent a series of sweeping demands to Harvard
University, including an end to diversity programs, audits to ensure "viewpoint
diversity" and bans on certain student groups.

This agenda of retribution has defined the early days of the second Trump
administration.

The list of targets now exceeds 100, according to NPR's review, ranging from some
of the United States' most prominent Democratic politicians to international
students who were unknown to the general public. The FBI's arrest last week of a
Wisconsin judge for allegedly obstructing Immigration and Customs Enforcement
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Trump has enlisted a wide spectrum of major and minor government agencies in
his retaliation campaign. Among those agencies, NPR has found, are the
departments of Justice, Defense, Homeland Security, Education, and Health and
Human Services, along with the IRS, the General Services Administration, the
Federal Communications Commission, the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and even the Federal
Housing Finance Agency.
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At the same time, Trump has continued to pursue personal lawsuits aimed at
imposing financial penalties on companies and news organizations that have
angered him.

Some of the president's allies argue that his actions mark the end of what they call
the "weaponization" of law enforcement that began under President Joe Biden.

"We now see no political prosecutions, no sham indictments, no fake grand jury
proceedings, but instead a way of looking at the Department of Justice in terms of
restoration and ensuring that the rule of law will be carried out going forward,'
said John Lauro, who served as Trump's personal defense lawyer, at an event
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NPR repeatedly asked the White House for an interview for this story. The White
House did not respond.

In all, NPR's review identified seven major groups that the administration has
targeted:
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8 people or groups that investigated Trump

Adam Kinzinger

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices "mer U.S. representative

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, ation of security clearance

like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. (Source)

Selecting Accept All enables tracking technologies to

support the purposes shown under we and our partners

process data to provide. Selecting Reject All or

withdrawing your consent will disable them. If trackers are Jan. 6 prosecutors

disabled, some content and ads you see may not be as
Cd@RYé@Wn@@ﬁdﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@'@ﬁ‘éi&@ change om government emp[oyment

your choices or withdraw consent at any time by clicking
We ane ouki483 pantpess Siere angAcsassRessenahdata, Like
brovsing slataor unigueddentifisrs-eryeyrdavice.Spiasting
Acegptfllenables tracking technalagies fagupport the (Source)

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to
préVi gl SIS tHG R L AN B RAtRErEWIRG YotPESRSs EwWill
disHBlBAhERC f Parkerstara Hisasledl Sue conteRt Anaaay, rs of special counsel Jack
yo'R8eiay nde HeRLTERVARE o 9L WoN Ban Fekeip FAR & Bhis th's prosecution team
mMeEmE t 6 EEHGR Vo NEEHIICEY B CRitRAFaEEoRSBHEL any time
by QGERAF THECDOKIE 8ERTNGS & e\ OTE GRK Bn"eRE Bottom of
théQuepisaga Yot EHETcs WilltFaVéte fralt Wit Website.
For P6rél JEtRiE0 Fsrel 5 GursPRVARPEt@ 2l tics, and other

vendors or service providers.
By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

jyation by the Department of

om government employment
jation by the Department of

tralki g anti Rty 4R ITEaRISSYIeS; 8RE MAdinbe g aBdatsiour (Sotlirce)

deYICE QP RRENRYAY Yiewing, listening and yser expgrience,

persanalizepoptent. Rersonalizednessagss fremNFR S alised Liz Cheney

spapsers; Provideisesiab media featuresaand-analyze NPR's ‘mer U.S. representative
trafféasChisiefdrmatien is skacedovitimdocialineedia,

spoRsershipcanalytics, and other vendors or service providers. ation of security clearance

leso oo 2\

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store

. and/or access information .on a device. Personalised advertising L. .
Priof to. E@EHE&@Q@&B%%&&H%JI% eﬁg}g{@gp&rate criminal prosecutions —

one refearhlictrd sehviceadevnieitdoin in New York on 34 felony counts, which he is
appealing. In addition to those criminal prosecutions, he was also subject to civil
investigations by the New York attorney general and a congressional inquiry into
the violent Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.

Throughout his 2024 campaign, Trump made no secret of his anger toward the
investigators, referring to the officials involved as "career criminals" who "should
go to jail.
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Since taking office, the Trump administration has acted on those threats with
Justice Department investigations, firings and the revocation of security
clearances.

NPR INVESTIGATION: JANUARY 6, 2021

Letitia James, the attorney general of New York, is one of his targets. James' office

successfully sued Trump and his companies for fraud in 2024.
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James called the allegations against her "baseless" and "nothing more than a
revenge tour.
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Trump responded by posting a segment from the right-wing media outlet
Newsmax in which the anchor called James a "sociopath" and said the criminal
referral amounted to "karma."

Some of the Trump administration's other targets for criminal inquiries include
people he has railed against for years for their roles in investigations in his first
term.
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Thid KB hE M - It orney for the District of Columbia, Ed Martin,
notified Aaron Zelinsky — a former prosecutor on special counsel Robert Mueller's
Russia probe — that he was under investigation. Trump also issued an executive
order barring another member of Mueller's team, Andrew Weissmann, from federal
employment and revoking his security clearance.

"l was retaliated against"
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The administration has also taken action against prosecutors of the pro-Trump
mob that attacked the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6.

Those actions follow Trump's comments on the campaign trail attacking the
prosecutors and FBI agents who investigated the Jan. 6 attack, as well as the
police officers who defended the Capitol building.
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The letter informed Brennan that he would be fired.

"In very plain language, it says I was terminated for prosecuting Jan. 6 cases, and
the letter classifies that as a 'grave national injustice," said Brennan. "I don't think
there's anything that could be clearer in saying that I was retaliated against for
taking actions that were well within the law but that were politically unfavorable
to the people in charge."
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Martin did not respond to NPR's requests for comment.
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Throughout his presidential campaign, Trump claimed he was the victim of
political persecution by Democrats.

Threats and actions against political opponents
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ReprResherer@aecigesdPerrnmnit from California, says that in his first 100 days,
Trump has already weaponized the Justice Department to go after his own

Justice

political opponents, including Garcia himself.
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In February, Garcia said on CNN that Democrats needed to fight back against the
slashing of government funding by Elon Musk and his Department of Government
Efficiency.

"What I think is really important, and what the American public wants, is for us to
bring actual weapons to this bar fight,' he said. "This is an actual fight for
democracy, for the future of this country.'

In an interview with NPR, Garcia said that "any

reasonable person" would recognize that he was

speaking metaphorically.
orship Choices
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"These are figures of speech. We've all heard them before," he said.
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Soon after, Garcia received a letter from Martin on official Justice Department
letterhead saying that his statement "sounds to some like a threat to Mr. Musk."

"We take threats against public officials very seriously," Martin wrote, asking
Garcia to "clarify" his comments and respond within one week.

Garcia told NPR that he believes Martin's intent was clear.

"It was 100% to silence me,' he said. "But also to send a message to other
Democrats, other elected officials, other leaders, that if you dare stand up to Elon

Musk and actually take him on, that you can expect that the DOJ will be
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Othessparonrmrbsetvidendectapsentd former officials in the Biden administration have
also faced direct threats and actions from the Trump administration.

Trump revoked the security clearances of his Democratic opponents in the 2016,
2020 and 2024 presidential races — former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton,
former President Joe Biden and former Vice President Kamala Harris — blocking
their access to classified information. He also ordered an investigation into
ActBlue, a fundraising platform for Democrats and left-leaning causes, and called
it an "ILLEGAL SCAM" on social media.
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Trump demands loyalty from those who work in his administration, and he has

said that the biggest mistake of his first term in office was picking "bad" and
"disloyal people" for key positions.

Now, more than 10 former officials from his first administration are facing actions
including criminal investigation, the loss of government security details and the
revocation of security clearances.
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Chris Krebs, appointed by Trump in 2018 as the director of the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency, was fired in 2020 after contradicting Trump's false
claims of election fraud and debunking election-related conspiracy theories.

This month, in the Oval Office, Trump referred to Krebs as a "wise guy, a "fraud"
and a "bad guy.'

He then signed a memo revoking Krebs' security clearance and directing both the
Justice Department and the Department of Homeland Security to open
investigations into him.
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HomealesehBele umty sdiGesetevetopab &fifairs Committee hearing to discuss election security and the 2020 election
process on Dec. 16, 2020. President Trump pushed baseless claims of voter fraud during the 2020 presidential
election, which Krebs called the most secure in American history.
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"So we'll find out whether or not it was a safe election,’ Trump said as he signed
the order. "And if it wasn't, he's got a big price to pay.'

In response, Krebs resigned from his position with the cybersecurity firm

SentinelOne to focus on defending himself from the investigation. Krebs told The
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Wall Street Journal that Trump's action amounted to "the government pulling its
levers to punish dissent."

Miles Taylor, who served in multiple roles at the Department of Homeland
Security during the first Trump administration, anonymously wrote an op-ed in
The New York Times in 2018 in which he accused Trump of "erratic behavior" and
said his leadership style was "impetuous, adversarial, petty and ineffective."
Trump railed against The New York Times for publishing the essay and, on the day
it was published, posted on Twitter, "TREASON?" Taylor revealed himself as the
op-ed's author just before the 2020 presidential election.
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"Dissent isn't unlawful,” Taylor posted on social media in response to Trump's
order. "It certainly isn't treasonous. America is headed down a dark path."

Trump has also stripped government protection from Dr. Anthony Fauci, who was
a leader in the U.S. government's COVID-19 response, and former national security
adviser John Bolton, both of whom have faced credible threats. Trump dismissed
safety concerns, saying, "They all made a lot of money. They can hire their own
security too."
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The Defense Department has also opened an investigation into retired Gen. Mark
Milley, the former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, whom Trump has accused
of treason.
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Since March, the Trump administration has moved to arrest and deport
international students for participating in protests against Israel's war in Gaza.
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The White House has not accused them of crimes but argues their actions were
antisemitic, disruptive and harmed U.S. foreign policy.

The policy is in line with Trump's long-standing threats against protesters. He has
said that critics of conservative Supreme Court justices "should be put in jail" and
that people who burn the American flag "should get a one-year jail sentence."
During Black Lives Matter protests in 2020, Trump posted on Twitter, "when the
looting starts, the shooting starts."

In 2023, amid rising campus protests against Israel's response to the Oct. 7 attack
by Hamas-led militants, Trump pledged: "we will revoke the student visas of

radiggl?léir?tf;%'?ﬁgﬁfcﬁ‘nsgﬂasﬂﬁ%i&]ﬁﬁ%i?gfeigners at our colleges and universities,
and Weeaneiiplus é8Rirehieansstesd ghd nsels beypaed! data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

t All enables trackin hn S to ort th
The SaRINISTra 10N NOW df AR (feport protesters, whether they're on
purposes shown under we and our partne pro ss da

studgpidd st Aing iejbavilb RATIANATRE EeS IRRER wil
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

"This is not fundamentally about free speech,' Vice President Vance told Fox
News. "Yes, it's about national security, but it's also more importantly about who
do we as an American public decide gets to join our national community?"

The students and their attorneys say the government is punishing students for
constitutionally protected speech.
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The State Department has said it has revoked hundreds of visas for a variety of
reasons, and at least seven deportation cases are tied directly to students' Gaza-

related activism.
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student with a green card, who played a prominent role in Gaza campus protests.
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Khalild ednese, sdife tisiiy bhdcaitdrencwasragigsta@doy plainclothes government
agentEeAA RALYSTE #6'8RPI0E tdetention facility in Louisiana, which the
government's own inspectors have cited for failing to meet safety standards. Khalil
remains in ICE custody while he challenges the government's effort to deport him.

Khalil's wife, Noor Abdalla, told NPR's Morning Edition that her husband's arrest
by plainclothes government agents was "probably the most terrifying thing that's
ever happened to me."
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"Exercising your First Amendment rights is not illegal,' she said. "I think what's so
scary about this and what people need to realize is the fact that you can kidnap
someone basically from their home for going to a protest."

"The universities are the enemy"

8 universities

thwestern University

Cankigicansent & Spansershipichtieeses

jation by the Department of

Weyand oup 483aapnerssione andraccesspersonahdatastike on

browsingdata ouuricye identifigesonareup device detesting ation of government contracts
AcceptAlh gnablestrackingteshnolrgigscteisHpreritthe ing

PUEREses Shewp Undee weRNchaw RartneEss Rrogess data to

proviste: Seleeting ReiecdAlb orwithdraning yowrconsent will (Source)

disghtedthemdfitrackerssare disabledpsome gontant and adse

youse® nmay-aet deas celexantdosyey; Yeu ganyresurface this . .

meau:te changeyous cheicesor withdraw.consentatany time Brown University

by @ligking the Geokie Settings &Rt Out link-ensthe attom of

thewebpage. Your choicesvitl haveieffeet withirvoun Weksite. jyation by the Department of
Fonmepe gletadls; refercto; qur PrivacyrRatioy:ithin our Website. ion

Byﬁ:%c%%@aﬂ%%%ibst ﬁf,ery%)uoéjgrrgg \f%ct)fwg?}is%ybf cookies, similar ?:O” of government contracts
tragking-andstoraggteannotegies.ang infermation abeut your P

devicato enhanes ¥aursviewing:distepingiapduser-experiense, (Source)

pegsanalize gontent personatize Messages FEeMNBRSy and

spanseLs pravidesecialdngdia features, aad analyze NPR’s

trafficsThissinformation is:sharad with secialmediadia Cornell University
spenserships analytics.cand pthervendars of senvieg froyiders.
Wsehgﬁ v(\;im_sogir rr‘nee'gisia ?_g%rggsrsaigtgn (l)yB(r:%\?P e?’cher I;ation by the Department of

vendors or service providers. lon
Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store ation of government contracts
an¥ét B8 W SIAEHIR BN RIGERES sbdshaasBaaidising ing
ang Gonignt. agvertisin r%"é‘{%cct"e’ﬁse{?és SBSYemeY Sy ience
re tarch rggserwces deye %)r;eent. . .
ore and/or access Information on a device. Personalised
advertising and content, advertising and content

measurement, audience research and services . .
development. ersity of Pennsylvania

(Source)

List of Partners (service providers or vendors)
tion of security clearance
ation of government contracts

1ETTTIINAtion or governimnernc Coruracis or IUIIUing

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/29/nx-s1-5327518/donald-trump-100-days-retribution-threats 22/43


https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/03/05/dc-us-attorney-ed-martin-georgetown-law-dei/
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-sends-letters-60-universities-under-investigation-antisemitic-discrimination-and-harassment
https://www.harvard.edu/research-funding/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2025/04/Letter-Sent-to-Harvard-2025-04-11.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-sends-letters-60-universities-under-investigation-antisemitic-discrimination-and-harassment
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-sends-letters-60-universities-under-investigation-antisemitic-discrimination-and-harassment
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-sends-letters-60-universities-under-investigation-antisemitic-discrimination-and-harassment

4/8/26, 5:05 AM How Trump is using government power to target his enemies : NPR
For years, Trump and Vance have railed against American universities.
"We are going to choke off the money to schools that aid the Marxist assault on
our American heritage and on Western civilization itself,' Trump said in 2023.
"The days of subsidizing communist indoctrination in our colleges will soon be
over.'

Vance gave a 2021 speech titled "The Universities Are the Enemy" and later said
that universities had mainstreamed what he called "the anti-whiteness movement."

Now in office, the Trump administration has launched investigations into dozens
of universities, citing failures to protect students from antisemitism and alleged
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"Perhaps Harvard should lose its Tax Exempt Status and be Taxed as a Political
Entity if it keeps pushing political, ideological, and terrorist inspired/supporting

'Sickness?" he wrote in another post.
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This month, the administration sent a letter to Harvard with sweeping demands,
including a third-party audit to ensure "viewpoint diversity in admissions and
hiring," a government-supervised review of Harvard programs for "antisemitism or
other bias" and a full end to DEI initiatives. Harvard rejected the demands, calling
them a violation of academic freedom and the First Amendment.

"The university will not surrender its
independence or relinquish its constitutional

rights," attorneys for the university wrote in a
letter to the administration. "Neither Harvard nor
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The campaign has extended beyond funding. Martin, the interim U.S. attorney for

the District of Columbia, wrote to Georgetown Law, denouncing its DEI programs
as "unacceptable." He said his office would not consider job applicants from
institutions that "teach and utilize DEIL"

The dean of Georgetown Law, William Treanor, called Martin's demands
unconstitutional. "The First Amendment protects a university's right to determine
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its own curriculum,' he wrote. "We expect all Georgetown-affiliated candidates will
continue to receive full and fair consideration."
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Mark Zaid has worked as a national security lawyer in Washington, D.C., for about
three decades, representing clients from agencies like the CIA, the FBI and the
National Security Agency.

"I'm an employment lawyer — I just happen to represent spies, Zaid told NPR.
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"My cfearance was I‘eVOEea w1fhout any due process, without any notification of

why my clearance was revoked,' Zaid told NPR.

He said that losing his security clearance "stops
my ability from representing any number of
clients, and that he plans to challenge the
administration's action.
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"It is pretty wild to think that the most powerful

Mark Zaid has worked as a national
security lawyer in Washington, D.C., people in the world are targeting you,' Zaid said,
for about three decades,
representing clients from agencies
like the CIA, the FBI and the National they abide by the rule of law."
Security Agency. In March 2025,
Trump revoked Zaid's security

"because all you're doing is trying to make sure

In addition to Zaid, the Trump administration has
clearance.

Mhari Shaw/NPR targeted more than two dozen major law firms,
revoking security clearances, banning access to
federal buildings, terminating government

contracts and initiating investigations by the Equal Employment Opportunity

Commissjon. . .
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iﬁiaggm 'ﬂ Trump gave pardons to hundreds of violent Jan. 6 rioters. Here's what they
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Trump's order targeting Covington & Burling cites its work for former special
counsel Jack Smith, who brought two federal indictments against Trump, which
were dismissed after the 2024 election. (Trump has repeatedly said Smith should
himself be prosecuted.) The order against Perkins Coie mentions ties to Hillary
Clinton and the liberal philanthropist George Soros. And the order against Susman

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/29/nx-s1-5327518/donald-trump-100-days-retribution-threats 28/43


https://www.npr.org/2025/03/19/nx-s1-5323890/experts-say-trumps-targeting-of-law-firms-is-unprecedented
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/nx-s1-5317656
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/21/nx-s1-5134924/trump-election-2024-kamala-harris-elizabeth-cheney-threat-civil-liberties
https://www.npr.org/2025/01/21/nx-s1-5268919/trump-issues-jan-6-pardons-attack-capitol-clemency
https://www.npr.org/series/g-s1-34466/january-6-capitol-riot
https://www.npr.org/2025/01/21/nx-s1-5268919/trump-issues-jan-6-pardons-attack-capitol-clemency
https://www.npr.org/2025/01/21/nx-s1-5268919/trump-issues-jan-6-pardons-attack-capitol-clemency

4/8/26, 5:05 AM How Trump is using government power to target his enemies : NPR
Godfrey claims the firm "spearheads efforts to weaponize the American legal
system and degrade the quality of American elections,' likely referring to its
representation of Dominion Voting Systems in defamation lawsuits against Trump
allies.

Law firms have responded in different ways to Trump's actions.

Four firms sued the administration, alleging constitutional violations — and judges
sided with all four, blocking enforcement of the orders.
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AliKhan said in court that she wished firms "were not capitulating as readily” to
the administration.

"Law firms across the country are entering into agreements with the government
out of fear that they will be targeted next,' AliKhan said, "and that coercion is
plain and simple."
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in bf): Oﬂsﬁ“ﬁg}gﬁaﬁ@ﬁiﬁgﬁﬁggﬁs%rgﬁ?tfg&}gnﬁ%edia is indeed the enemy of the
people,' he declared in 2018.

During his 2024 campaign, and now in office, he repeatedly called for the Federal

Communications Commission to revoke the licenses of broadcasters whose

coverage he disliked. He also said journalists who refuse to reveal confidential
sources should be jailed.
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And in one social media post from 2023, Trump said his administration would go
after the liberal cable network MSNBC and other outlets for what he called
"dishonest reporting."

"When I WIN the Presidency of the United States, they and others of the
LameStream Media will be thoroughly scrutinized for their knowingly dishonest
and corrupt coverage of people, things, and events, he wrote. "The Fake News
Media should pay a big price for what they have done to our once great Country!"

In his first 100 days, the Trump administration has used government powers to
investigate or punish at least a dozen media organizations. He has also pursued
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House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said that by using "Gulf of Mexico, the AP

was telling "lies."
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In his personal capacity, Trump is also suing CBS News over a 60 Minutes
interview with Kamala Harris, and the lowa-based pollster J. Ann Selzer, whose
Iowa survey ahead of the 2024 election showed Harris leading. Although Trump
ultimately won the state by more than 13 percentage points, he alleged that
Selzer's poll constituted fraud and "election interference."
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Selzer's attorneys said that Selzer's poll is clearly protected by the First
Amendment.

"If a claim like this were successful, it would have a tremendous chilling effect on
anybody's ability to report the news or to make estimates of how they think voters
might react in a given situation,' said Bob Corn-Revere, the chief counsel of the
Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, which is representing Selzer. "If
you happen to be wrong, then those who dislike the speech on the other side of
the political spectrum, whether it's left or right, would be able to suppress speech
they don't like."

Trulﬁﬁgki?tgﬁ?éfmlf‘tﬁ@é?%s&li@ I%'to}ggf)ond to NPR's request for an interview.
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