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The EPA didn't provide details about what it wants to do with the regulations —
whether it will try to weaken them or eliminate them entirely. In most cases, the
agency said it is reconsidering rules that apply to things like climate pollution
from vehicles and power plants, wastewater from coal plants and air pollution
from the energy and manufacturing sectors.
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Fhe EPA said in an email to NPR that it doesn't have additional information to
share about its plans for changing or repealing environmental regulations.

'We are driving a dagger straight into the heart of the climate change religion to
drive down cost of living for American families, unleash American energy, bring
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auto jobs back to the U.S. and more,' EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin said in a news
release.

Rylander says the agency didn't have to release a list of rules it plans to challenge.
"But they've made clear that they intend to start that process,' he says.

Overhauling federal environmental regulations requires a so-called rulemaking
process that usually takes a couple of years, Rylander says.

But-we'veseenthatthisadministratiomwantstomovewith a speed that we have
not often seen, he adds. "I suspect that you'll start seeing proposed rules coming
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'EPACKRAT ARSI B8 LEIS A today announced plans fdr the greatest increase in
pollution in decades," Amanda Leland, executive director of the Environmental
Defense Fund, said in a statement. "The result will be m¢re toxic chemicals, more
cancers, more asthma attacks, and more dangers for pregnant women and their
children. Rather than helping our economy, it will create chaos."

.eland said her group "will vigorously oppose Administrator Zeldin's unlawful
nttack on the public health of the American people that $eeks to tear down life-

saving clean air standards — putting millions of people ig harm's way."
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EPA says it's reconsidering rules for power plant emissions

The EPA says it will reconsider rules finalized under the Biden administration that
limit climate pollution from power plants.

Power plants are the second biggest source of planet-heating greenhouse gasses
behind transportation, according to the EPA. Under the regulations, existing coal
and new natural gas-fired power plants that run more than 40% of the time would
have to eliminate 90% of their carbon dioxide emissions, the main driver of global

warming
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"The path outlined by the EPA today is unlawful, unrealistic and unachievable,'

Jim Matheson, chief executive of the National Rural Electric Cooperative

Association in a statement at the time.

Zeldin said in a news release on Wednesday that the EPA is "seeking to ensure
that the agency follows the rule of law while providing all Americans with access

to reliable and affordable energy."
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rules. But many critics, including the oil industry, have said the rules undermine

consumer choice by favoring EVs.
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"The state of climate science has evolved significantly since the endangerment
finding first came out,' says Rylander, legal director at the Center for Biological
Diversity. "I can't imagine anyone being able to conclude, on the basis of current
science, that greenhouse gas pollution does not affect climate and public health.
So I'm somewhat baffled that they think they're going to be able to eliminate it
and have that stand up in court."

Rachel Cleetus, policy director with the Climate and Energy Program at the Union
of Concerned Scientists, agrees.

'We're seeing climate related disasters mount catastrophically, Cleetus says.
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endangerment finding. In a filing to the U.S. Supreme Coprt, the Edison Electric
nstitute (EEI), a group that represents electric utilities, $aid allowing the EPA to
regulate climate pollution creates an orderly system for qutting emissions while
minimizing economic impacts on consumers and businegses. Rolling back the
hgency's authority could expose companies to a flurry of] environmental lawsuits,

the group said. "This would be chaos."
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The EPA has repeatedly reaffirmed the endangerment finding, and in 2022,
Congress included language in the Inflation Reduction Act that labels greenhouse
gases as pollutants under the Clean Air Act.

Conrad Schneider, senior director for the U.S. at the Clean Air Task Force, said in
a statement: "This signal to deregulate air pollution is diametrically opposed to
the obligation the EPA has to protect public health."
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STATE OF THE WORLD FROM NPR
Is the U.S. threatening to commit war crimes in Iran? : State of the World from NPR
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