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Three takeaways from new executive order on ‘gender ideology’

Northwestern experts weigh in on the consequences and legality of President Trump’s Jan. 20 order
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Three Northwestern experts weighed in with their perspectives on the order.

Legally, the document is ‘largely unworkable’

“The new Presidential Administration’s Executive Order of January 20 regarding gender and sex seeks to weaken long-standing protections for transgender, intersex and nonbinary
people — through encouraging discrimination against people and communities in spaces like access to government-identity documents, health care, prisons, schools, public
accommodations, workplaces and more — and does so through harmful and misinforming language,” said Northwestern Professor of Law Kara N. Ingelhart

(/https://urldefense.com/v3/ _https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/Is/click?upn=u001.ggh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC3VFF80dhgqANX8fNQZzIBydxfX8pnwoN2-2F7QU5g6wNfm3uva2JOXWTiZf92uVWcj-2FCFze0090K4WJgC-2B40f-
2FFMI-3D9ksc xWg-2ByKLEebrex3nHFrXnxTdGmat9Z8JwaFmJInf6pS-2FEpC1Di8MTiiy-2FEydJ9J2tN6DN20VA4VKASLgsIbtxYehhb0X6Dn30-2BsdvdHmp5¢-2F8uxB-
2BAVSIIfhil2plVhYyhMra3Paqg1lbKCcFbsbHImmVPBcgmpZb8gjoEaLxiRcaetcVRn4wqc-2EXxUamafUMWuDSZwMf6CaRGr58s9Ud48n0gZOwfngrid TNSVBNPwg9iGzgm6db-

3D__;!!'DgOX2DkFhyF93HKWTBQKhK!XV31Dk50U47B8sKOyuHEW3sc2Zn0Y4idopumsXGHE61gAgNAY7I2TcDx94sIE_FWeUecYDASDYPQDN4NmXM _PyxkBkuUSBGWGOIDDNU6ChZNt$) , who also directs the
LGBTQI+ Rights Clinic at Northwestern Pritzker School of Law.

“However, it is a largely unworkable document and, on its own, does not change the existing protections under Title VI, Title IX or other regulations and guidance previously
promulgated through legal procedures.”
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Trump’s decision to recognize only two genders is biologically incorrect

“President Trump’s executive order on there only being two genders is basically like saying the government has announced that there are two types of cancer: breast and lung. Just
because you deny the existence of the others doesn’t mean they don't exist,” said Dr. Eve Feinberg_(/https:/urldefense.com/v3/ _https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.ggh-

2BAVSIIfhil2plVhYyhMra3Pag1bKCcFbsbHImmVPBcgmpZb8gjoEal xiRcaetcVRn4wgc-2FXxUamafUMWuDSZwMf6CaRGr58s9Ud48n0sOKUQpf7 ArWDIEYJEIAQnwjodL8O0-
2BY8AQvB8oQMfqdLwyCBejydPjFQ67nLdIb4w4HbX9v2HCcP5yPPGUQIQyaqzhNZPdp8LiZP3udzryMisTOW-2BHcqGjNdzVU9IpRXIgr8qIM-2BpPM-2BaZ-2BVDNDgH]P3g-
3D__:!'Dg0X2DkFhyF93HKWTBQKhk!XV31Dk50U47B8sKOyuH6W3sc2Zn0Y4idopumsXGHE61gAgNAY712TcDx94sIE_FWeUecYDASDYPQDNANMXM PyxkBkuUSGWG0IDDNega3Z6G$) , professor of obstetrics and
gynecology at Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine, who specializes in reproductive endocrinology and infertility.

“We refer to conception as fertilization and nobody is male or female at fertilization. Everybody has some combination of X and Y chromosomes, but it's not until between nine to 13
weeks of gestation that formation of the internal reproductive organs begins, and this is not a binary ‘male’ or ‘female’ pathway.”

Even without legal standing, the order exacerbates violence and discrimination
against the trans community
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