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ACLU and other advocates sue to block migrants from being
sent to Guantánamo Bay

MARCH 1, 2025 · 11:56 PM ET

Sacha Pfeiffer

Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth meets with Sailors assigned to Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer

USS Hudner (DDG 116) during his visit to Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Feb. 25, 2025.

Alexander C. Kubitza/Office of the Secretary of Defense

A coalition of immigrant rights and legal aid organizations has sued the Trump
administration to try to stop the transfer of migrants from the United States to
Guantánamo Bay, Cuba.
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Saturday's lawsuit does not challenge the U.S. government's authority to detain
migrants on U.S. soil, or to deport them directly to their home country or another
country allowed under immigration law. Instead, the American Civil Liberties
Union and its partner civil rights groups -- the Center for Constitutional Rights,
International Refugee Assistance Project, and ACLU of the District of Columbia --
argue that it is illegal for the U.S. to first send those migrants to Guantánamo.

The suit maintains that there is no legitimate reason to do that because the
government has ample detention capacity inside the United States, and because
holding migrants in the U.S. is more financially and operationally practical.

The lawsuit alleges that the reason the Trump administration is sending migrants
to Guantánamo is to "instill fear in the immigrant population."

"Sending inmates to a remote abusive prison is not only illegal and
unprecedented, but illogical given the additional cost and logistical complications,"
Lee Gelernt, lead counsel and deputy director of the ACLU's Immigrants' Rights
Project, said in a statement. "Ultimately this is about theatrics."

INVESTIGATIONS

ACLU and other advocates sue for access to migrants moved to
Guantánamo Bay
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The lawsuit was filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia on
behalf of ten migrants "at imminent" risk of being transferred to Guantánamo from
detention centers in Texas, Arizona and Virginia. All of the men, who are from
Venezuela, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh, are being detained pending
final removal orders.

The litigation lays the groundwork for an eventual broader lawsuit that aims to
block the transfer of any migrant to Guantánamo.

The Department of Homeland Security did not immediately respond to a request
for comment.

Since President Donald Trump returned to office in January, his administration
has sent more than 200 migrants to Guantánamo, where it has said it plans to
hold them temporarily until it can find other countries to take them. The majority
of those migrants were transferred to Venezuela within a few weeks, but
additional migrants were later sent to Guantánamo.

NATIONAL

The first group of migrants has been sent to Guantánamo, but legal
challenges loom
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Last month, the ACLU and its fellow plaintiffs filed another lawsuit against the
Trump administration demanding that migrants at Guantánamo be given access to
lawyers. That suit is pending.

"This lawless project to take people from U.S. soil and detain them at this
notorious offshore prison must be stopped," Kimberly Grano, a staff attorney with
the International Refugee Assistance Project, said in a statement.

NPR's Sergio Martínez-Beltrán contributed to this report.

guantanamo bay gitmo donal trump immigrant detention homeland security

Trump says the U.S. will send the 'worst criminal illegal aliens' to
Guantánamo Bay
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POLITICS

Judge temporarily blocks Pentagon action against Mark Kelly over illegal orders
video
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Supreme Court to hear expedited arguments on protected status for migrants

Trump unleashes curse-filled social media rant at Iran after U.S. rescues colonel

U.S. and Iran agree to 2-week ceasefire, suspending Trump's threat to annihilate Iran

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:52 AM ACLU and other advocates sue to block migrants from being sent to Guantánamo Bay : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/g-s1-51567/aclu-sue-trump-migrants-guantanamo 6/14

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/16/nx-s1-5745069/supreme-court-tps-syria-haiti
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/16/nx-s1-5745069/supreme-court-tps-syria-haiti
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/16/nx-s1-5745069/supreme-court-tps-syria-haiti
https://www.npr.org/sections/law/
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/16/nx-s1-5745069/supreme-court-tps-syria-haiti
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5774368/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5774368/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5774368/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5774368/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates


Popular on NPR.org

SPACE

The Artemis II crew saw parts of the moon never seen before. Here's what they said

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:52 AM ACLU and other advocates sue to block migrants from being sent to Guantánamo Bay : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/g-s1-51567/aclu-sue-trump-migrants-guantanamo 7/14

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye


THE PICTURE SHOW

Photos: NASA releases first images from moon flyby
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Telehealth abortion will remain available for now, after a federal judge's ruling
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