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4/8/26, 5:37 AM Trump's EPA will end the basis for federal climate actions : NPR
On Thursday, the Trump administration rescinded the central scientific finding
that underpins much of the nation's climate pollution rules, its most aggressive
action yet to halt initiatives that address planetary warming.

The 2009 Environmental Protection Agency endangerment finding was a
determination that pollutants from developing and burning fossil fuels, such as
methane and carbon dioxide, can be regulated under the Clean Air Act. The EPA
now argues that the Clean Air Act does not give it the legal authority to regulate
greenhouse gases.
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bn regulating vehicle emissions. So, the EPA is also ending rules to reduce climate
pollution from cars and trucks. Transportation is the lardest source of direct
Breenhouse gas emissions in the United States.
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"This is a slap in the face to the millions of Americans who are living through
climate disasters and their aftermath,' says Abigail Dillen, president of
Earthjustice, a nonprofit environmental law group. "And we will see this
administration in court, to ensure that our government does its job to protect us."

The administration's decision comes in the wake of the three hottest years
humans have ever recorded, deadly flooding in communities across the U.S. from
Texas to Alaska and climate-fueled wildfires that destroyed thousands of homes
in Los Angeles.
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Ending a cornerstone of U.S. climate action

n 2007, the Supreme Court found in Massachusetts v. EPA that the agency is
required to regulate carbon dioxide and other greenhousge gas emissions under the
Clean Air Act. Then in 2009, during the Obama administration, the EPA declared
rhat greenhouse gases in the atmosphere were a hazard fo people.
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Trump's EPA will end the basis for federal climate actions : NPR

The endangerment finding is the basis for rules regulating climate pollution from

coal and gas-fired power plants, car and truck exhaust, and methane from the oil

and gas industry.

On the first day of his second term, Trump signed an executive order asking the

EPA administrator to submit recommendations "on the legality and continuing

applicability" of the endangerment finding. That echoes recommendations laid out

in the Heritage Foundation's Project 2025, a sweeping conservative plan to

remake American society that includes limiting regulation of climate pollution.
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'he EPA's limits on greenhouse gas emissions from cars
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ambitious than ever, setting limits so low that in order tg meet them, the White
House expected automakers would make electric vehiclgs up to 56% of their sales

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/11/nx-s1-5678273/trump-epa-climate-change-endangerment

4/18


https://www.npr.org/2024/04/25/1236609039/epa-power-plant-climate
https://www.npr.org/2024/03/20/1239092833/biden-epa-auto-emissions-evs
https://www.npr.org/2023/12/02/1216401828/epa-aims-to-slash-the-oil-industrys-climate-warming-methane-pollution
https://www.npr.org/2023/12/02/1216401828/epa-aims-to-slash-the-oil-industrys-climate-warming-methane-pollution
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-american-energy/#:~:text=Within%2030%20days%20of%20the%20date%20of%20this%20order%2C%20the%20Administrator,Clean%20Air%20Act%2C%E2%80%9D%20Final%20Rule%2C%2074%20FR%2066496%20(December%2015%2C%202009).
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-american-energy/#:~:text=Within%2030%20days%20of%20the%20date%20of%20this%20order%2C%20the%20Administrator,Clean%20Air%20Act%2C%E2%80%9D%20Final%20Rule%2C%2074%20FR%2066496%20(December%2015%2C%202009).
https://www.heritage.org/conservatism/commentary/project-2025
https://www.heritage.org/conservatism/commentary/project-2025
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-launches-biggest-deregulatory-action-us-history
https://www.energy.gov/topics/climate
https://sites.google.com/tamu.edu/doeresponse/home
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/13/nx-s1-5539294/climate-change-pollution-report
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/trump-administrations-climate-skepticism-effort-221108210.html
https://www.npr.org/2024/03/20/1239092833/biden-epa-auto-emissions-evs
https://www.npr.org/2024/03/20/1239092833/biden-epa-auto-emissions-evs
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/05/nx-s1-5699511/epa-trump-enforcement
https://www.npr.org/sections/climate
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/05/nx-s1-5699511/epa-trump-enforcement
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/05/nx-s1-5699511/epa-trump-enforcement

4/8/26, 5:37 AM

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

he bfmm;ﬁadqﬁmgi@jpati@mhw'shnwim@pehoreﬁmi/ﬂ&ted th
lim 3OS oo “f*‘r%‘ﬁ%s slaeb‘edrﬁ%"ﬁ%“ﬁ%?{‘ af”& ult1pr01

you see may not be as re evant to you. You can resurface t

neal%rﬁptéumegtjcl%vghéfézg &Wmaﬂaﬁxr@ou%t%gn@lmeblock
ongisi amdkimgtadbdibyi¢ St 8bd S Omtroviehicte thel estwndomad

Fuled fe¥PREPM ST CMENHIRG BBErES RIS Eriihated

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.
noncompliance with those fuel economy rules, essentiall

Fein TOCTGETS OF 1RHEE, ISLUPRE MR gﬁé’fa%?akc?fe%&"vehlc
tracking and storage technologles and information about your

Buz7Ji08tIGHR RES HE e RFR{ liabitg that s degieRQost td

inepepansiatyoofése tirsgnthie: higheges 6sts §Pem tariffs.

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

The "M P S erMEEeA RS B8R 8°H3ve also elimir

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.
credit for electric vehicles and delayed, blocked and redi

wasWRant QUERSSEReT RTeSASR ARt A AN iFdehicle cha

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store

FheaEF’Rrsa ST B AARYS TS eI BREEreid H1-el
and content, advertisingand content measurement, audience

Fesl&saa:dhl%maé}ylbéstdﬁnadﬂr}(mal automakers argued that
put of step with market realities. Even with the consume
ncentives, EVs made up around 10% of new car sales in
nad flagged as mainstream buyers were slow to embrace

nowhere near on track to hit the EPA's targets.

As a result, the auto industry was broadly enthusiastic a
regulations. However, constant regulatory whipsawing cr

Trump's EPA will end the basis for federal climate actions : NPR

J0se restrictions on

nged rollback of policies
ed California's

e federal fuel economy
penalties for

y giving automakers free
es. Because big, gas-

) automakers' bottom

lated a consumer tax
rected federal money that
\irging stations.

pctric automakers like
the Biden-era rules were
" tax credit and other
2024, and growth of EVs
them. Sales were

bout plans to weaken EV
pates a headache for them

Wwhen it comes to product planning, which needs to be done years in advance.

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/11/nx-s1-5678273/trump-epa-climate-change-endangerment

5/18


https://www.npr.org/2025/05/22/nx-s1-5387729/senate-california-ev-air-pollution-waiver-revoked
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/22/nx-s1-5387729/senate-california-ev-air-pollution-waiver-revoked
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/03/nx-s1-5630389/trump-administration-rolls-back-fuel-economy-standards
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/30/nx-s1-5557153/ev-tax-credit-sales-spike
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/30/nx-s1-5557153/ev-tax-credit-sales-spike
https://www.npr.org/2025/08/15/nx-s1-5501584/ev-charger-nevi-funding
https://www.eenews.net/articles/trump-kills-ev-charging-programs-in-blue-states/
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2026/02/09/red-states-lose-their-ev-charging-money-00770329
https://www.atlasevhub.com/weekly-digest/10-1-percent-of-all-u-s-light-duty-vehicles-sold-in-2024-were-electric-vehicles-a-market-record/
https://www.npr.org/2024/02/07/1227707306/ev-electric-vehicles-sales-2024

4/8/26, 5:37 AM Trump's EPA will end the basis for federal climate actions : NPR
Automakers are also watching with increasing anxiety as Chinese automakers
release more impressive and more affordable EVs every year. Executives say that
they need to invest in EVs to be competitive long-term. MEMA, the trade group
representing the manufacturers who supply parts to automakers, asked the EPA to
keep greenhouse gas rules in place, to provide stability that would help U.S.
companies stay competitive in the global EV race."
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Dn Tuesday, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said that the rescission
bf the endangerment finding would save $1.3 trillion, mostly from the money car
buyers would save on the sticker price of new vehicles. Electric vehicles do
rypically cost more up front in the U.S., but are generally|cheaper to operate over
their lifespan. In fact, economic analyses have found that under the more stringent
EPA rules, drivers save overall because they use less gasoline — and that's before
considering health and environmental benefits.
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Years of legal battles ahead

The U.S. is the largest historical emitter of man-made climate pollution and, under
the 2015 Paris climate agreement, agreed to contribute to the global effort to
reduce emissions and limit warming. Trump has withdrawn the U.S. from that
agreement and a 1992 treaty that underlies it.

To challenge the legal foundations of the endangerment finding, the Trump
administration argued that the EPA, under then-President Barack Obama,
established the endangerment finding in "a flawed and unorthodox way" and "did
not stick to the letter of the Clean Air Act." The Trump EPA now argues that
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"The Trump administration is trying to upend very well settled law, about what
our Clean Air Act not only allows but requires our government to do, to protect us
from climate change,' Dillen says.

Once the EPA publishes the final decision on the endangerment finding in the
Federal Register, there likely will be years of legal battles ahead that could end up
before the Supreme Court.

This story has been updated on February 12, 2026 to reflect the formal

nnnouncement.
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