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Middle East conflict

U.S. seizes Iranian cargo ship in Strait of Hormuz
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By NPR Staff

The sun rises behind a tanker anchored in the Strait of Hormuz off the coast of Qeshm Island, Iran, on Saturday.

Asghar Besharati/AP

The U.S. has seized an Iranian-flagged cargo ship in the Strait of Hormuz after
firing on its engine room, President Trump said in a post on social media.

Trump wrote that the U.S. Navy Guided Missile Destroyer USS Spruance
intercepted the Touska in the Gulf of Oman.
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The U.S. Navy "gave them fair warning to stop. The Iranian crew refused to listen,
so our Navy ship stopped them right in their tracks by blowing a hole in the
engineroom," Trump said in a post on Truth Social.

He said U.S. Marines have custody of the vessel and that it is "under U.S. Treasury
Sanctions because of their prior history of illegal activity."

U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) said in a statement that the Iranian ship
refused to comply with U.S. warnings over the course of six hours before the U.S.
fired on the ship and boarded it.

"American forces acted in a deliberate, professional, and proportional manner to
ensure compliance," CENTCOM said.

The attack appears to be an escalation of the U.S. blockade of Iranian ships in the
Strait of Hormuz. As part of the blockade, the U.S. has so far directed 25
commercial vessels to turn around or return to an Iranian port, CENTCOM also
said.

Trump had earlier accused Iran of violating the terms of a two-week ceasefire in
the war after Iran fired on ships in the strait. Iran has accused the U.S. of violating
the ceasefire by keeping a blockade on Iranian ports in place.

It comes as U.S. officials are heading to Islamabad, Pakistan, for another round of
talks with Iran to negotiate the end of the war.
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The three U.S. officials heading to Pakistan are Vice President Vance, U.S. special
envoy Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner, President Trump's son-in-law, according to
a White House official who spoke on background.

On Sunday afternoon, Iran's official news agency, IRNA, said the government had
declined to join the talks.

IRNA cited what it described as "Washington's excessive demands, unrealistic
expectations, constant shifts in stance, repeated contradictions, and the ongoing
naval blockade," which Iran considers a breach of the ceasefire.

On Sunday morning, Trump said in a post that the talks would begin on Monday
evening.

Trump wrote: "We're offering a very fair and reasonable DEAL, and I hope they
take it because, if they don't, the United States is going to knock out every single
Power Plant, and every single Bridge, in Iran. NO MORE MR. NICE GUY!"

Trump praised the U.S. blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, saying it was costing
Iran "$500 Million Dollars a day" while the United States "loses nothing."

He added: "Iran decided to fire bullets yesterday in the Strait of Hormuz — A Total
Violation of our Ceasefire Agreement!"

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT
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Iran has closed the strait again

After briefly reopening the Strait of Hormuz, Iran has again closed the vital
economic waterway, saying it will restrict ships from passing through as long as
the U.S. continues its blockade of Iranian ports.

Iran's chief negotiator, parliamentary speaker Mohammed Bagher Qalibaf, was
unequivocal in comments made on Iranian state TV, stressing: "It is impossible for
others to pass through the Strait of Hormuz while we cannot."

The U.S. military said on X that it forced 23 ships to turn around as part of its
blockade of Iranian ports.

About 20% of the world's crude oil and natural gas typically passes through the
narrow waterway, which Iran has essentially closed to international tankers since
the U.S. and Israel launched a war on the country at the end of February.

What's it like to negotiate with Iran? We asked people who have done it
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A woman member of the Basij paramilitary, affiliated with Iran's Revolutionary Guard, holds her gun during a state-

organized rally in support of the supreme leader marking National Girl's Day in Tehran, Iran, on Friday.

Vahid Salemi/AP

Here are more updates on the Middle East conflict:

Indian ships come under attack

India's foreign ministry summoned Iran's ambassador in New Delhi after what it
said was a shooting incident that involved two Indian-flagged vessels in the Strait
of Hormuz.

During the brief re-opening on Saturday, India said there was "a serious incident
of firing on merchant ships." India has urged Iran to allow Indian ships to resume
safe passage across the strait as soon as possible.

On Saturday, the U.K.'s Maritime Trade Operations Centre also said it received a
report that two Iranian Revolutionary Guard gun boats fired on a tanker.

It didn't say if the tanker was Indian-flagged.

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

Iran says it has closed the Strait of Hormuz again, as ceasefire nears its end
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More than 20,000 seafarers have been stuck on hundreds of ships in the Gulf
since the war began in late February.

In a statement released to Iranian state media, the country's National Security
Council said that Iran is "determined to exercise supervision and control over
traffic through the Strait of Hormuz until the war is definitively ended and lasting
peace is achieved in the region."

Barber Mohammad Mehdi cuts the hair of his client Ayman Al Zein inside his shop, which was damaged in an Israeli

airstrike, in Dahiyeh, Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, on Saturday.

Hassan Ammar/AP

French peacekeeper, Israeli soldiers killed 

The separate ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon is being tested, but still
holding for now.

A French peacekeeper and two Israeli soldiers were killed in southern Lebanon
over the weekend.

Lebanon was drawn into the conflict in early March, when Iran-backed Hezbollah
launched attacks in support of Tehran. This triggered an Israeli offensive against

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 501 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

5/9/26, 10:10 PM U.S. seizes Iranian cargo ship in Strait of Hormuz : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/19/nx-s1-5790378/iran-us-hormuz-closed-impossible 6/18



Hezbollah, that has killed more than 2,000 Lebanese, including 177 children, and
displaced over 1.2 million, according to the government there.

French President Emmanuel Macron confirmed the death of French peacekeeper
Florian Montorio, which he said appeared to be caused by fire from Hezbollah,
and described as an attack on the U.N.'s peace service. The Iran-backed militant
group denied any responsibility.

The Israeli military says one of its soldiers, Sgt. Maj. Barak Kalfon, was killed
when his engineering vehicle ran over a bomb. Three additional soldiers were
injured.

Another soldier, Staff Sgt. Lidor Porat, was also killed in battle in southern
Lebanon and eight others were injured.

Meanwhile, polls show most Israelis oppose the ceasefire, which comes as they
believe their army was making progress in routing the group.

Eleanor Beardsley in Jerusalem, Durrie Bouscaren in Van, Turkey, Betsy Joles in
Islamabad, Diaa Hadid in Colombo, Kate Bartlett in Johannesburg, and Robbie
Griffiths in London contributed reporting.

iran lebanon

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

Born in south Lebanon, displaced to Beirut, two grandmothers reflect on
Israeli invasions
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A fraying ceasefire in southern Lebanon with villages destroyed
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Pakistan says it's hopeful a U.S.-Iran deal can happen soon
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Skeletons in their clothing: Recovering bodies from the rubble in Gaza
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The Iran war sent jet fuel prices sky-high. Here's what air travelers should know

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

Trump says he's paused U.S. effort to guide stranded vessels out of Strait of Hormuz
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The standoff in the Strait of Hormuz
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They graduate to six figure salaries, and grueling work
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UFO files spanning decades are released by Defense Department
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WAIT WAIT...DON'T TELL ME!

'Wait Wait' for May 9. 2026: With Not My Job guest Bobby Lopez

NEWS

Frontier Airlines plane strikes and kills pedestrian
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Southern Republicans redistrict after Supreme Court rules, Dems lose big in Virginia
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Why saying hello to strangers can be good for you
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'We're dry:' The new U.S. Wildland Fire Service prepares for extreme fire season
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Bobby Cox, Hall of Fame manager of Atlanta Braves, dies at age 84

NEWS

CDC says threat of widespread outbreak of hantavirus remains low

2026 WORLD CUP: NORTH AMERICA
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Soccer was once considered niche in the U.S. Then came the 1994 World Cup

EUROPE

Moscow marks Victory Day with a Red Square parade under tight security

ELECTIONS

National mood is against Republicans, but redistricting could help prop them up
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