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assets on the island remain untouched, he has also threatened that that could

change.

The latest attacks come hours ahead of a deadline that Trump set for Iran to open

the Strait of Hormuz and allow shipping tankers to move
threatened, "A whole civilization will die tonight" if the 8

through. He has
p.m. ET deadline is not

met. "I don't want that to happen, but it probably will," Trump wrote on his social

media platform.

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to
provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

Dn Khaegrishasvbeloeatecdab theunarihaensyef thrPersian
ran'satta Jtliiefodnatiages smatdvevit sedfabwedircture would ¢

ran® YES RO KA StV A LY TRECHIE W F IR Wb rd's
Bas Wecaschou rapatde nsopadicess data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
Here'sdwhadcssinfeemetibn dmovevadsorersinelisihaiyeatistie w4
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

Gulf about 15 miles from
ause major disruption to
oil supply at a time when

\II continues.

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/19/nx-s1-5750514/trump-iran-war-kharg-island-oil

2/19


https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/116363336033995961

4/8/26, 5:43 AM What to know about Iran's Kharg Islan

d and Trump's threats : NPR

Showing a low-resolution version of the map. Make sure your browser supports WebGL to see the full version.

Tehran

) Basra @
Cookie Consent & Sponsorship ChoicgskhaLrg

We and our 483 partners store and access personat-data, A
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device: Sele
Accept All enables tracking technologies to"support the
purposes shown under we and‘ourfpartners process Babeto
provide. Selecting Reject All'or ‘withdrawing your consent wil
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as.relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any tirgerait of|
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have'efféect'within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By cliggén”qilgéccept All,” you agree-toi the'Use of cookies, similar
tracKiTgamastorage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
Spoensars)provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Wh@&&h@a%ah%d&nﬁs mcﬁ,atrfication. Store

and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising

Bix WeRlsRtodhe tding s ddenthis stk taededalitary
.S refiesapreiserissisesimiotized to speak publicly on th

NPR on April 7. The official, who spoke under the condit
httacks were "restrikes" on targets the U.S. has previousl
nasn't taken any military action against oil infrastructure

Che U.S. initially hit the island on March 13. Trump annot
Social that the U.S. Central Command completed "one of
pombing raids in History of the Middle East" when it "tof

Hormuz

targets on the island, a
1e matter confirmed to
jon of anonymity, said the
v hit. So far, the U.S.

on the island.

inced in a post on Truth
the most powerful
ally obliterated" military

rargets on Iran's Kharg Island. Even though he says the U

.S. military left the oil

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/19/nx-s1-5750514/trump-iran-war-kharg-island-oil

3/19


https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/116224324444349237
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/116224324444349237

4/8/26, 5:43 AM What to know about Iran's Kharg Island and Trump's threats : NPR
assets alone, he threatened to strike those, too, if Iran continued to block the safe
passage of ships and large oil tankers through the Strait of Hormuz.
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ran has threatened to strike any ship that travels through the strait that isn't

carrying Iranian oil, with some limited exceptions. The Trump administration has

pffered to escort ships through the strait and has encouraged other NATO allies to

join the effort. So far, other countries have declined and the U.S. hasn't escorted

any ships through the strait since the war began.

The importance of Kharg Island
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Kharg Island is Iran's economic lifeline. Iran is one of the
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world's largest oil

producers and oil and gas exports is how the Middle Eastern country makes the
majority of its revenue. Before the war, the small island was responsible for 90%

of Iran's oil exports.

It's a small but mighty island, as the waters that surround it are deep enough for

massive oil tankers to dock at, making it a perfect place to ship oil off from. Much
of the Persian Gulf coastline is too shallow to support large tankers.
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Parsi added Asian countries are currently "far more vulnerable" to the oil impacts
of Iranian retaliation. China is the largest buyer of Iranian oil. But the Iranian

attacks, Parsi said, would likely target all the Gulf Coope

ration Council (GCC)

states, which includes Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Arg

Arab Emirates, and their "economic capabilities and all t
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Trump has had his eye on the island for years

Decades before Trump was president, he thought about what he would do to
Kharg Island if he was ever commander in chief.
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On Tuesday, during a meeting with the prime minister of Ireland, Trump
acknowledged his comments made in 1988, highlighting that he talked about how
Iran was "a big threat to this country, to this world of ours."

"I was right. In fact, uh, I said you have to attack Kharg — Kharg Island. You have
to attack them, years ago when they were acting up, Trump said.
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