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A fourth judge has blocked a Trump executive order targeting
elite law firms

JUNE 27, 2025 · 7:36 PM ET

Ryan Lucas

President Trump announces that his administration has reached a deal with elite law firm Skadden, Arps, Slate,

Meagher & Flom during a swearing-in ceremony in the Oval Office in March 2025.

Andrew Harnik/Getty Images

A federal judge has struck down President Trump's executive order targeting the
law firm Susman Godfrey, delivering the latest in a series of legal wins for firms
that have challenged the president's punitive campaign against Big Law.
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The ruling Friday from U.S. District Judge Loren AliKhan marks the fourth time out
of four that a federal judge has permanently blocked one of Trump's executive
orders seeking to punish an elite law firm.

Judge AliKhan said in her ruling that the executive order against Susman Godfrey
"is unconstitutional from beginning to end."

"Every court to have considered a challenge to one of these orders has found
grave constitutional violations and permanently enjoined enforcement of the order
in full," she wrote. "Today, this court follows suit, concluding that the order
targeting Susman violates the U.S. Constitution and must be permanently
enjoined."

"The Court's ruling is a resounding victory for the rule of law and the right of
every American to be represented by legal counsel without fear of retaliation,"
Susman Godfrey said in a statement. "We applaud the Court for declaring the
administration's order unconstitutional. Our firm is committed to the rule of law
and to protecting the rights of our clients without regard to their political or other
beliefs."
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Judge accuses Trump administration of trying to undermine judiciary
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The latest order delivers a resounding rebuke to Trump's unprecedented series of
executive orders targeting prominent law firms since February. The orders have
sought to punish them for representing causes or clients that he opposes, or for
once employing attorneys he dislikes, such as former special counsel Robert
Mueller.

The orders impose several punitive measures, including suspending security
clearances for the firm's attorneys, barring its employees' access to government
buildings and officials, and ending government contracts with the firm.

Four law firms — Perkins Coie, Jenner & Block, WilmerHale and Susman Godfrey
— individually sued to block Trump's actions, saying the executive orders were
unconstitutional and a threat to the legal profession.

In all four lawsuits, judges — appointed by Republican and Democratic presidents
alike — have found Trump's orders unconstitutional and permanently blocked
enforcement of them.

"Let's kill all the lawyers"

In their rulings, the judges found Trump's orders to be an attack on the law firms'
First and Fifth amendment rights, as well as a broader assault on the American
legal system.

"The cornerstone of the American system of justice is an independent judiciary
and an independent bar willing to tackle unpopular cases, however daunting,"
Judge Richard Leon, who was appointed by former President George W. Bush,
wrote in his opinion blocking enforcement of the order against WilmerHale.

POLITICS

Federal judge strikes down Trump order targeting the law firm Perkins Coie

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 5:13 AM Judge blocks Trump executive order against Susman Godfrey law firm : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/06/27/g-s1-70443/trump-law-firm-susman-godfrey-ruling 3/15

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/addressing-risks-from-perkins-coie-llp/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/addressing-risks-from-wilmerhale/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/addressing-risks-from-jenner-block/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/02/nx-s1-5385355/perkins-coie-trump-executive-order-law-firms
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/02/nx-s1-5385355/perkins-coie-trump-executive-order-law-firms


"The Founding Fathers knew this! Accordingly, they took pains to enshrine in the
Constitution certain rights that would serve as the foundation for that
independence," he added. "Little wonder that in nearly 250 years since the
Constitution was adopted no Executive Order has been issued challenging these
fundamental rights."

That changed, the judge notes, with Trump.

In her ruling in the lawsuit brought by the firm Perkins Coie, Judge Beryll Howell,
an appointee of former President Barack Obama, also noted that no American
president had ever targeted a law firm with executive orders like Trump has.

But, she noted, "in purpose and effect, this action draws from a playbook as old as
Shakespeare, who penned the phrase: 'The first thing we do, let's kill all the
lawyers.'"

Defending the rule of law

Despite those setbacks, Trump has notched successes with other firms.

At least nine big law firms have cut deals with Trump to either have an order
against them lifted or to avoid being the target of one. In return, they've agreed to
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Judge blocks Trump from enforcing 'chilling' order against law firm
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provide hundreds of millions of dollars in pro bono legal work on causes both they
and the president support.

Some legal experts, however, question whether those deals are legally valid.

Timothy Zick, a professor at William and Mary Law School, said the Trump
administration doesn't appear to care whether the executive orders against the
law firms are constitutional.

"As we've seen many firms will capitulate. And if judges invalidate the orders, the
administration will just blame 'radical' judges for interfering with the president's
agenda," he said in an email.

Still, the recent court rulings demonstrate the strength of the law firms' case
against the executive orders.

"The firms that cut 'deals' surely knew this, but reasoned that more harm would
come from fighting the administration than from capitulating," Zick said.

"A big-picture question is how the law firms will be perceived in the future," he
added. "Those that litigated may benefit from being perceived as defending not
just their own interests but those of the Bar and the rule of law. Those that folded
may be perceived as having failed in those respects."

law firm trump administration legal affairs

LAW

Trump's deals with law firms are like deals 'made with a gun to the head,'
lawyers say

LAW

Trump attacks on law firms begin to chill pro bono work on causes he
doesn't like

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 5:13 AM Judge blocks Trump executive order against Susman Godfrey law firm : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/06/27/g-s1-70443/trump-law-firm-susman-godfrey-ruling 5/15

https://www.npr.org/2025/05/31/nx-s1-5406173/trump-deals-law-firms
https://www.npr.org/tags/477075392/law-firm
https://www.npr.org/tags/505105414/trump-administration
https://www.npr.org/tags/125951091/legal-affairs
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/31/nx-s1-5406173/trump-deals-law-firms
https://www.npr.org/sections/law/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/31/nx-s1-5406173/trump-deals-law-firms
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/31/nx-s1-5406173/trump-deals-law-firms
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/13/g-s1-59497/trump-law-firms-pro-bono
https://www.npr.org/sections/law/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/13/g-s1-59497/trump-law-firms-pro-bono
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/13/g-s1-59497/trump-law-firms-pro-bono


Together, we chart the course.
You count on public media for stories that help you understand your world —
voices that bring us closer together.

People like you power public media. You make it possible for the NPR
Network to share our journalism with you and millions of other people,
regardless of their ability to pay.

You are the “public” in public media. Can we count on you to support this
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This form of mental exercise may cut dementia risk for decades
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Who is held accountable if a war crime is committed in Iran?
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NASA's Artemis II crew are quite the photographers. See what they've snapped so far
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Telehealth abortion will remain available for now, after a federal judge's ruling

PLANET MONEY NEWSLETTER

How Bill Phillips used flowing water to model the economy
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Australia charges ex‑soldier with 5 war‑crime murders in Afghanistan
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Congressional Democrats raise alarm over Trump's comments on Iran
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Astronauts suggest naming a moon crater 'Carroll' after their commander's late wife
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CEO of nation's largest bank says Iran war raises risk of 'bad economic outcomes'
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Drive slower, go electric, don't drive at all? Americans weigh options for saving gas
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