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The U.S. Supreme Court ruled against President Trump on Tuesday, refusing to
reinstate, for now, Trump's ability to send National Guard troops into Illinois over
the objections of its governor.

The administration argued in its appeal in October that it needed to federalize the
National Guard to stop what Trump has said is unremitting violence against
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents at detention facilities in the
Chicago area. But two lower courts ruled against Trump's claim that the protests
in the Chicago area constituted a "rebellion or danger of rebellion" against the
United States government that the president has the right to put down.
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‘At this preliminary stage, the Government has failed to identify a source of
huthority that would allow the military to execute the lays in Illinois, the majority
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wrote in its brief opinion. The court wrote that the president failed to explain why
the situation in Illinois warranted an exception to the Posse Comitatus Act that
limits the military's ability to execute laws on U.S. soil.

It's the first time the highest court has weighed in on the controversial
deployments. While the decision does not set precedent, it brings some clarity
about the president's power to deploy federal military resources.

Elizabeth Goitein of the Brennan Center for Justice characterized the ruling as a

major legal blow to Trump's plans for deployments.

'It's GodlsieGansent dcShxinsoitshign&heiaes, but it also doesn't really chart much of
A pail fpdviatsbiontherpreridembccsha&aidal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to
provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store |

N PLRHRHRRELYiTRIGEHDE Hea Ly RIS LR EieRisarduments, the court majority
h ccP @R REVRT N RRARA S TeRRe B HG Tl BHESG8] court judge in the case, and

research and services development. .
the views of a three-judge appeals court panel composed of one Trump appointee,

bne George W. Bush appointee, and an Obama-appointed judge.

Presumably, the case could return to the court after the court of appeals hears
rull arguments in the case and renders a decision month$ from now.

But for all practical purposes, the president for now at ldast, cannot send in
National Guard troops in Illinois without the governor's permission.

https://www.npr.org/2025/12/23/nx-s1-5641959/supreme-court-chicago-national-guard 3/18



4/8/26, 5:26 AM Supreme Court rules against Trump in National Guard case : NPR
Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul praised Tuesday's ruling.
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"The extremely limited circumstances under which the federal government can call
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immigration crackdowns in those locations, but recently moved many back to

Chicago and redoubled efforts in the city.

Trump has been saying for months that Chicago is lawless and in need of military

intervention to quell protests and protect federal immigration facilities. He

federalized the state National Guard against Democratic
wishes in October.
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In June, Trump seized control of California's National Guard against Gov. Gavin
Newsom's wishes and deployed thousands of troops to Los Angeles in response to
protests over immigration raids in the city. The administration then sought to
extend that federalization and deployment several times, keeping around 100
troops in the city, until a federal judge ruled it had to end in December. A federal

appeals court agreed, and troops were ordered out of Los Angeles.

Meanwhile, in Washington, D.C., more than 2,000 troops have been on the streets
since August after Trump said there was a "crime emergency" in the nation's

capital city. In November, a federal judge ordered an end|to the deployment — but

Jnly days later a targeted attack on National Guard members near the White
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