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The U.S. wants to primarily admit Afrikaners from South Africa, according to a
notification in the Federal Register filed on Thursday, and "other victims of illegal
or unjust discrimination in their respective homelands."

The administration has largely paused the U.S. refugee resettlement program so
far this year, with the exception of a streamlined process of resettlement for white
South Africans. Several hundred from the group have been resettled across the
U.S. since March.
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'hursday's notification, which covers the fiscal year that|started October 1, does
not provide a reason for the lower cap, beyond mentioning previous Trump
andministration policies on refugees, including pausing admissions overall and
pbarring admissions from countries seen as threats to U.S. security and welfare.
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"The Trump administration has long expressed its intention to end Biden's abuse

of the refugee program,' a Trump administration official said in a statement. "No
refugees will be admitted in [fiscal year] 26 until the appropriate consultations

with Congress are held, which are being delayed because certain members of

Congress insisted on shutting down the government."

Christopher Landau, the deputy secretary of state, previously told reporters that
criteria for bringing in refugees included making sure that they did not pose a

national security challenge and could be easily assimilated.
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The administration's lack of consultation "demonstrates its tacit acknowledgement
that this decision is indefensible,' they wrote in a statement. "President Trump's
move undermines the role that America has long played in the world as a beacon
of stability and a refuge for those fleeing genocide, political persecution and war
crimes."
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Trump's freeze on refugee programs is an issue for Republicans wanting to help

Afghans

Among those left in limbo were Afghans who worked with the U.S. military, a

move that some Republicans have criticized. A lower-court judge had ordered the

government to at least resume the refugee program for those who had already

been approved to travel, but an appeals court ruled in fa

vor of the administration.

The notice in the Federal Register makes no mention of Afghans, despite past

promises to help those who supported the U.S. in Ameriq
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