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through a federal grant from the Tribal Electrification Program. Hopi officials say

they will now have to decide who gets power and who doesn't.

"That's hard news to deliver, man,' says Nuvangyaoma, "especially when you offer
somebody hope and they're thinking, 'All right, finally we're getting somewhere' —
and then the rug gets pulled out from them."
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Protection Agency sent termination
letters to all Solar for All grant
awardees, including the Hopi Tribe,

That disparity dates back to the 1920s and
1930s, says Johns, when tribes were often left out
as energy infrastructure was built across the
West.

"As they [utility companies] were building out the
transmission lines, they excluded tribes, tribal
lands," she says.
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"All of the grant money was fully obligated,' Thomas says. "Congress cannot
rescind obligated funds."

The EPA did not respond to questions from NPR. Instead, the agency said in an
emailed statement that it is working to implement the One Big Beautiful Bill Act in
accordance with congressional intent. "The Trump EPA will continue to work with
states, tribes, and communities to support projects that advance the agency's core
mission of protecting human health and the environment."
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The unemployment rate on the reservation hovers around 12%, nearly three times

higher than the national average.
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emailed statement, White House spokesperson Taylor Rogers responded that the
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In addition to the plans to provide solar panels and battery storage, the tribe was
counting on tax credits from the IRA to help build an 8-megawatt microgrid —
enough electricity to operate the entire reservation — and provide jobs and
economic benefits to the Hopi Tribe.

Nuvangyaoma also has aspirations to build out a large-scale solar project — 400
megawatts — with battery storage that could turn the Hopi into a major player as
an energy service provider for northeast Arizona.

The Hopi were banking|on tax credits to cover
upward of half the cost|of the project, which is
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'Eliminating these clean energy programs within the IRA|isn't just bad policy, says
JohrSobtkie £brsentad SprnsdeshinChoicenment's trust, responsibility to tribes.”
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tribal members with access to electricity, they find that it's incredibly unstable, because if there's an issue anywhere
along the 30-mile power line that runs through the reservation, everybody loses power and those outages can
sometimes last days.
Ryan Kellman/NPR
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