
UPDATE (October 11, 2025, 8:46 p.m. ET): This piece has been updated because, following publication,

many fired employees began receiving emails communicating that despite the earlier notice, they would no

longer be terminated.

Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. moved one step closer to his goal of dismantling the nation’s

premier public-health agency by dismissing more than 1,000 scientists, doctors and public health

officials from the Department of Health and Human Services late Friday night.

The dramatic move came during the second week of a government shutdown and is part of the

Trump administration’s aggressive push to even further slash the size of the federal workforce and

punish Democrats. The culling reportedly started with at least 4,000 people across departments

including Education, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development and Energy, among others.

But the bloodshed at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention was especially acute, according

to a list crowdsourced by CDC employees who received layoff notices that was viewed by MSNBC. The

firings ran across more than a dozen CDC divisions and centers, wiping out entire offices and teams

that investigate disease outbreaks, manage infectious disease responses, collect data, publish

scientific reports and communicate with global partners and Congress.

“CDC is over. It was killed,” said Dr. Demetre Daskalakis, the former director of the CDC’s National

Center on Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, who recently resigned to protest what he

described as Kennedy’s unscientific takeover of the CDC. “This administration only knows how to

break things. They have made America at risk for outbreaks and attacks by nefarious players. People

should be scared.”

MSNBC spoke with eight current and former CDC officials, most of whom requested anonymity for

fear of retaliation against themselves or their remaining colleagues.
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This administration only knows how to break things.
They have made America at risk for outbreaks and
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The emails alerting staffers came late Friday night, but current and former employees said CDC

staffers had been bracing for layoffs since President Donald Trump signaled that he would use mass

reductions in force as a way to punish Democrats for the ongoing shutdown, caused by a budget

standoff between Republicans and Democrats.

Notification that they’d lost their jobs came even as the human resources professional tasked with

implementation had been furloughed as part of the shutdown.

Several current and former officials said they initially believed the cuts — like other chaotic firings

that were later walked back — might not be permanent. And there is a question about the legality of

all employee firings during the shutdown. And, indeed, following publication of this article, many

fired employees began receiving emails with the subject line, “Recession of Previous Notice of

Reduction in Force,” communicating that that despite the earlier notice, they would no longer be

fired. An HHS official who declined to be named because he was not approved to speak on the issue,

told MSNBC that around half of the firings had been done in error.

The official said leadership in the Immunization and Respiratory Diseases Center, the Global Health

Center, the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report team, the Epidemic Intelligence Service, and

scientists working on responses to outbreaks of Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo and

measles in the U.S., had received or would soon receive notices that their lay-offs had been rescinded.

The official said the accidental firings had been the result of a “miscoding error.”

Regardless, three senior officials said, the damage has already been done.

In a move that may alarm lawmakers, the CDC’s entire Washington office was also cut. That office

served as the agency’s conduit to Congress and to the broader Washington, D.C., public health

community.

HHS spokesperson Andrew Nixon texted a statement that blamed Democrats for the sweeping cuts

and called the public health agency “a bloated bureaucracy.”
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The incident manager and the deputy incident manager tasked with measles response were also

fired, according to three senior sources. Both are being reinstated, however, according to a senior

official. The country is experiencing its largest measles outbreak in three decades. Three people have

died of measles this year and hundreds of children are currently forced to quarantine because of

outbreaks in South Carolina and Minnesota.

“All HHS employees receiving reduction-in-force notices were designated non-essential by their

respective divisions. HHS continues to close wasteful and duplicative entities, including those that are

at odds with the Trump administration’s Make America Healthy Again agenda,” Nixon’s statement

said.

The CDC has traditionally operated as a nonpartisan institution — its career officials have served

under both Republican and Democratic administrations. But there has been a sharp departure from

that norm under Kennedy’s tenure.

Trump warned he would seek to ensure the harshest effects of the shutdown would affect Democratic

priorities.

“We’re only cutting Democrat programs,” Trump said Thursday during a Cabinet meeting.

The current sweep of the governmentwide cuts is still unknown, but seems to target leadership

positions, according to two former senior officials. A former senior official said the CDC cuts

amounted to more than 9% of the agency’s remaining workforce, which had already weathered mass

layoffs early this year.
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A former senior official said the CDC cuts amounted to more than 9% of its remaining workforce,

which had already weathered mass layoffs early this year.

The entire director’s office at the National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases —

meaning all the center’s leaders — was wiped out, a deletion that would likely disrupt critical public

health functions at home and abroad.

Recommended

Similarly, the office of the director at the CDC’s Global Health Center was abolished. That center is

tasked with tracking and responding to health threats globally. Its goal — in addition to saving lives

in other countries — is to “stop health threats at their source before they spread to the United

States.”

The cuts also included the team that publishes the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, the

agency’s flagship journal that had been publishing fewer articles since Kennedy took over. (As of

Saturday night, all those offices were being reinstated, according to the HHS official.)

One current CDC official said it “means not only is he silencing CDC, he can prevent states and

anyone else in the field from using the best tool they have for sharing their own science.”

The Epidemic Intelligence Service and the Laboratory Leadership Service were also gutted. Those

programs, which track global outbreaks, are staffed by a group known to become the next generation

of scientists and public health leaders. (That office, too, is being reinstated, according to the HHS

official.)

“These cuts have consequences,” said Dr. Deb Houry, the former CDC deputy director and chief

medical officer who resigned in protest in August. “I am concerned about the safety of the American

public.”

News

RFK Jr. concedes ‘targeted cuts’ at HHS ‘would have been better’

Will McDuffie
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GOP’s Bill Cassidy criticizes Kennedy’s vaccine panel, but the senator isn’t

prepared to act

Steve Benen

This site is now part of Versant. By continuing to use this service, you

agree to our Terms. You also acknowledge that our updated Privacy Policy

applies, including to your existing data. For details on your data rights,

click here.

We and our partners also use tools on this site to provide the services,

personalize your experience, and for analytics, marketing, and advertising.

If you continue to use this site, you agree that your data may be collected,

used, and shared for these purposes as set forth in our Privacy Policy and

Cookie Notice.

4/8/26, 4:14 AM 'CDC is over': RFK Jr. lays off over 1,000 employees in Friday night massacre

https://www.ms.now/news/cdc-rfk-jr-shutdown-layoffs-goal-rcna237035 4/9

https://www.cdc.gov/global-health/about/index.html
https://www.medpagetoday.com/special-reports/exclusives/116670
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/doge/cdc-disease-detectors-fired-trump-administration-agency-cuts-doge-rcna192420
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/doge/cdc-disease-detectors-fired-trump-administration-agency-cuts-doge-rcna192420
https://www.ms.now/news/rfk-jr-concedes-hhs-cuts
https://www.ms.now/news/rfk-jr-concedes-hhs-cuts
https://www.ms.now/news/rfk-jr-concedes-hhs-cuts
https://www.ms.now/author/will-mcduffie
https://www.ms.now/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/gops-bill-cassidy-criticizes-kennedys-vaccine-panel-but-the-senator-isnt-prepared-to-act
https://www.ms.now/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/gops-bill-cassidy-criticizes-kennedys-vaccine-panel-but-the-senator-isnt-prepared-to-act
https://www.ms.now/maddowblog
https://www.ms.now/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/gops-bill-cassidy-criticizes-kennedys-vaccine-panel-but-the-senator-isnt-prepared-to-act
https://www.ms.now/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/gops-bill-cassidy-criticizes-kennedys-vaccine-panel-but-the-senator-isnt-prepared-to-act
https://www.ms.now/author/steve-benen
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies


The cuts ripped through the center that forecasts diseases and responds to public health emergencies

and the center that tracks and implements prevention programs for injuries from suicide to

overdoses.

“Capacity to respond to things like suicide clusters in communities has been decimated,” Houry said.

Kennedy’s tenure at HHS has been unprecedented and chaotic. In just eight months, the secretary

has: pushed sweeping budget cuts and canceled billions in research and development; overseen mass

layoffs and reorganizations that erased whole teams tackling clear health threats; without scientific

backing, withdrawn Covid vaccine recommendations for healthy children and pregnant people;

gutted the agency’s vaccine advisory panel, firing respected experts and replacing them with

ideological loyalists; installed a vocal Covid vaccine critic to chair a safety subcommittee; reopened

the long-debunked vaccines-and-autism debate; hired a discredited anti-vaccine researcher who

experimented on autistic children to trawl government data and relitigate settled science; pressed for

access to private data to fuel the research; undermined his own epidemiologists during the Texas

measles response; downplayed a shooting that left CDC staff shaken; announced sweeping policy

changes on social media with no data to back them and accused the American Academy of Pediatrics

of a “pay-to-play scheme” for daring to dissent. Most recently, he blew his self-imposed September

deadline to figure out the cause of autism and, without compelling scientific evidence, blamed

pregnant mothers’ use of Tylenol for the condition.

At the same time, a horde of experienced officials have quit or been pushed out and replaced with

anti-vaccine allies and loyalists lacking public health experience or scientific credentials.

This site is now part of Versant. By continuing to use this service, you

agree to our Terms. You also acknowledge that our updated Privacy Policy

applies, including to your existing data. For details on your data rights,

click here.

We and our partners also use tools on this site to provide the services,

personalize your experience, and for analytics, marketing, and advertising.

If you continue to use this site, you agree that your data may be collected,

used, and shared for these purposes as set forth in our Privacy Policy and

Cookie Notice.

4/8/26, 4:14 AM 'CDC is over': RFK Jr. lays off over 1,000 employees in Friday night massacre

https://www.ms.now/news/cdc-rfk-jr-shutdown-layoffs-goal-rcna237035 5/9

https://www.cdc.gov/forecast-outbreak-analytics/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/injury/about/index.html
https://azpha.org/2025/05/02/kennedys-sweeping-hhs-cuts-continue-to-assault-public-health-research-infrastructure/
http://google.com/search?q=nih+research+cuts&sca_esv=f2b4c39e3966b02c&sxsrf=AE3TifNt9fM5XxjO-PW1dkShbPH45VcFUA%3A1756380426631&ei=Cj2waMnsJYTOkPIP15mI8Qg&ved=0ahUKEwjJma37sq2PAxUEJ0QIHdcMIo4Q4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=nih+research+cuts&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEW5paCByZXNlYXJjaCBjdXRzMgUQABiABDIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHkjhF1AAWJ4XcAB4AZABAJgB1QGgAagRqgEGMC4xNS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIQoALyEcICChAjGIAEGCcYigXCAgQQIxgnwgIREC4YgAQYkQIY0QMYxwEYigXCAgsQLhiABBiRAhiKBcICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAgoQLhiABBhDGIoFwgILEAAYgAQYkQIYigXCAg4QLhiABBixAxjRAxjHAcICChAAGIAEGEMYigXCAhYQLhiABBixAxjRAxhDGIMBGMcBGIoFwgIOEC4YgAQYxwEYjgUYrwHCAhAQABiABBixAxhDGIMBGIoFwgIKEAAYgAQYFBiHAsICDRAAGIAEGLEDGEMYigXCAg4QABiABBiRAhixAxiKBcICDRAAGIAEGLEDGBQYhwLCAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBZgDAJIHBjAuMTUuMaAHx5gBsgcGMC4xNS4xuAfyEcIHBjAuNC4xMsgHPg&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.govexec.com/workforce/2025/08/trump-administration-seeks-permission-finalize-mass-layoffs-hhs/407528/
https://www.govexec.com/workforce/2025/08/trump-administration-seeks-permission-finalize-mass-layoffs-hhs/407528/
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/08/27/nx-s1-5509976/drowning-prevention-program-halt-cdc
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/05/27/nx-s1-5413179/covid-vaccine-children-pregnant-rfk-cdc
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/05/27/nx-s1-5413179/covid-vaccine-children-pregnant-rfk-cdc
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/32408/Fired-ACIP-members-speak-out-about-abrupt?autologincheck=redirected
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/rfk-jr-advisory-panel-concerns-anti-vaccine-bias-rcna213496
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/rfk-jr-advisory-panel-concerns-anti-vaccine-bias-rcna213496
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/22/health/covid-vaccines-rfk.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/hhs-taps-anti-vaccine-activist-look-debunked-links-autism-vaccines-sou-rcna198214
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC1839225/
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/kennedy-vaccine-safety-datalink-conspiracy-theory-rcna203411
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/measles-outbreak-mennonites-west-texas-seminole-vaccines-rcna208284
https://www.ms.now/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/rfk-jr-kennedy-cdc-shooting-atlanta-response-vaccines-rcna224269
https://www.ms.now/news/news-analysis/rfk-jr-alienated-maga-maha-white-house-mrna-vaccine-rcna225100
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/08/19/rfk-jr-attacks-pediatricians-covid-vaccine-recommendations-00515609
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5471327-autism-epidemic-kennedy-trump/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5471327-autism-epidemic-kennedy-trump/
https://www.ms.now/top-stories/latest/trump-links-tylenol-autism-acetaminophen-rcna233078
https://www.ms.now/msnbc/news/cdc-rfk-jr-senior-leaders-resignations-susan-monarez-rcna227717
https://www.ms.now/msnbc/news/rfk-jr-cdc-autism-adviser-vaccines-rcna233820
https://www.ms.now/opinion/analysis/robert-f-kennedy-jr-vaccines-stuart-burns-hhs-rcna220029
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://www.versantmedia.com/brands
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://versantmedia.com/terms
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy#accordionheader5
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies
https://www.versantprivacy.com/privacy/cookies


Firing so many CDC leaders is in line with Kennedy’s pattern of forcing out career scientists and

experts in key positions. That has left offices unfilled and resulted in him being surrounded by

staffers willing to rubber-stamp his unscientific directives.

In September, recently ousted CDC Director Susan Monarez, testified to senators on the Senate

Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee that Kennedy had personally ordered her to fire

center directors and “promote the next group, and continue to do so until I got to an organization

that was compliant” with his demands. Kennedy has said he fired Monarez because she was “not a

trustworthy person.”

Kennedy has vilified the CDC for two decades. In videos from anti-vaccine conferences, he likened

the agency’s vaccine work to “fascism” and “child abuse,” calling it a “cesspool of corruption” full of

scientists who were hiding the alleged link between autism and vaccines.

In a 2023 interview during his failed presidential run, Kennedy said of the CDC and other public

health agencies that he wanted to “unravel the corrupt corporate capture of these agencies that

turned them predatory, against the American public.” He said he planned to fire officials in charge

and appoint people who would “turn them back into healing and public health agencies.”

Neither Kennedy nor the CDC’s acting director, Jim O’Neill — a recent political appointee with little

experience — had commented publicly on the firings by Saturday afternoon. O’Neill’s most recent

post to X was a photo of what he said was a bald eagle flying over the Capitol, taken from his

Washington, D.C., office. He captioned it, “Good morning we are going to win.”

But the bloodshed at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention was especially acute, according

to a list crowdsourced by CDC employees who received layoff notices that was viewed by MSNBC. The

firings ran across more than a dozen CDC divisions and centers, wiping out entire offices and teams

that investigate disease outbreaks, manage infectious disease responses, collect data, publish

scientific reports and communicate with global partners and Congress.

Brandy Zadrozny

Brandy Zadrozny is a senior enterprise reporter for MS NOW. She was a previously a senior enterprise reporter for

NBC News, based in New York.
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