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President Donald Trump inherited a U.S. Department of Education with 4,133

employees, according to the administration's own numbers. Nearly 600 workers
have since chosen to leave, by resigning or retiring. And this week, more than
1,300 workers were told they're losing their jobs in a Tuesday purge.

That leaves 2,183 remaining department staff, according to the administration.
Which means the Education Department will soon be roughly half the size it was
just a few weeks ago.
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Civil rights enforcement has been dramatically cut

In the department's own language, its Office for Civil Rights (OCR) and the
attorneys who work there are tasked with "preventing, identifying, ending, and
remedying discrimination against America's students" based on race, national

origin, sex, age and disability.
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Education layoffs disproportionately target financial aid,
civil rights and education research teams

The Trump administration announced it is cutting the U.S. Education Department's
workforce by nearly half. The latest layoffs include more than 1,300 employees, among
them roughly 1,000 union members.
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Still, the Trump administration clearly plans to utilize this office: The day before
the layoffs were announced, OCR sent letfers to 60 colleges and universities,
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threatening to withhold federal funding if they do not protect Jewish students on
their campuses.

"U.S. colleges and universities benefit from enormous public investments funded
by U.S. taxpayers, Education Secretary Linda McMahon said in a statement. "That
support is a privilege and it is contingent on scrupulous adherence to federal
antidiscrimination laws."

Now though, the office has at least 40% fewer staffers to enforce those laws.
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Money will still go to the most vulnerable students, with fewer guardrails

The Department of Education administers two large, decades-old funding streams
to schools to help educate the nation's most vulnerable students: Those living in
poverty (Title 1) and children with disabilities (The Individuals with Disabilities

Education Act, or IDEA). Both funding streams were created by Congress and are
protected by law.
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These layoffs still allow states to continue receiving vital federal funds, including
money for homeless students and rural schools, but they strip away the U.S.
government's ability to offer either legal guidance or guardrails — to guarantee the
money is being used to help the children it was intended to help.

"That will have very negative effects on communities around the country that
currently don't really even understand that their child's [special education], or the
supports that they receive for their child, are directly connected to the U .S.
Department of Education,' says Patrice Willoughby, chief of policy and legislative
hffairs at the NAACP.
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Another blow to education research

n early February, Elon Musk's Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE)
made deep cuts to the Education Department's research|division, the Institute of
Fducation Sciences (IES).
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Trump administration targets Education Department research arm in latest
cuts

DOGE said it cut dozens of research contracts worth roughly $900 million. These
cuts included large-scale efforts to study everything from the best ways to teach
literacy in the early grades to how to help students with disabilities make the
sometimes difficult transition from high school into the working world.

'This is a decimation,' one source with knowledge of IES' inner workings told
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"We've lost hundreds of years of institutional knowledge,' one FSA employee told

NPR.

Also lost in the layoffs, according to multiple FSA sourc

s, were staff who helped
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Republicans' love/hate relationship with the

"Firing half of the Department of Education's workforce
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Education Department

will hurt students

throughout New York and the nation,' James said in a statement, "especially low-
income students and those with disabilities who rely on federal funding. This

outrageous effort to leave students behind and deprive

them of a quality

education is reckless and illegal.”
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