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Trump is withdrawing from the Paris Agreement (again),
reversing U.S. climate policy

JANUARY 21, 2025 · 5:00 AM ET

By Nate Perez, Rachel Waldholz

President Trump signed a slew of executive orders Monday after his inauguration, including an order to begin the

process of withdrawing the U.S. from the Paris climate agreement.

Sean Gallup/AP

President Donald Trump is withdrawing the United States from the Paris
Agreement — again.
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Under the international climate accord, first negotiated in 2015, countries around
the world agreed to cut greenhouse gas emissions in an effort to limit global
warming and forestall the worst impacts of climate change.

Trump has argued the agreement imposes unfair burdens on the American
economy, and he withdrew the U.S. during his first term in office. The U.S.
officially rejoined under President Joe Biden in 2021.

On Monday, Trump started the process over again, signing an order onstage before
supporters at the Capital One Arena, just hours after taking office.

"I'm immediately withdrawing from the unfair, one-sided Paris climate accord rip-
off," he said during earlier remarks, to loud cheers from the audience. "The United
States will not sabotage our own industries while China pollutes with impunity."

China is currently the largest global emitter of greenhouse gases, though it also
leads the world in the deployment of renewable energy. U.S. emissions have been
decreasing since the mid-2000s, but it remains the largest historical contributor
of total carbon dioxide emissions.

POLITICS

Trump has declared a 'national energy emergency.' What does that mean?
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The move to exit the Paris Agreement wasn't a surprise, given that Trump's
campaign signaled the departure months ago.

But it comes after the hottest year on record, as major wildfires are still burning
in Los Angeles, and just months after devastating hurricanes hit communities from
Florida to North Carolina. Climate change is increasing the risk from hurricanes,
driving more extreme rainfall, and making more intense and destructive wildfires
more likely.

Environmental groups harshly criticized the decision. Rachel Cleetus, policy
director for the Union of Concerned Scientists, an environmental watchdog group,
said the human and economic consequences of climate change will only grow if
the U.S. doesn't do its part to limit warming.

"Even now…we're seeing these droughts, storms, heat waves, flooding, sea level
rise accelerating," Cleetus said. "It is just stunning already the kinds of impacts
that are unfolding."

Laurence Tubiana, CEO of the European Climate Foundation and an architect of
the Paris Agreement, said in a statement that the U.S. pulling out of the deal is
unfortunate. But, she said, international climate action "has proven resilient and is
stronger than any single country's politics and policies."
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2024 was the hottest year on record. The reason remains a science mystery
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"This moment should serve as a wake-up call to reform the system, ensuring that
those most affected – communities and individuals on the front lines – are at the
center of our collective governance," Tubiana said.

An ambitious global tool — that has so far fallen short

Under the Paris Agreement, nearly every country in the world agreed to a goal of
limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above pre-
industrial levels.

But the world is not currently on track to meet these goals. Last year was the
hottest in human history, as global average temperatures hovered around that 1.5
degree Celsius level of warming.

As part of the Paris Agreement's terms, countries submit targets for emissions
reductions and provide periodic updates on their progress. Before Biden left
office, he announced a new U.S. goal: to cut greenhouse gas emissions by more
than 60% from peak levels by 2035, a goal that would likely require a rapid
transition away from fossil fuels. That target is now moot.

In the order signed Monday, Trump directed his U.N. ambassador to submit formal
notice of the U.S. exit. (Trump's nominee for ambassador to the U.N., New York
Republican Congresswoman Elise Stefanik, has not yet been confirmed by the
Senate.) While the order says U.S. withdrawal will be effective "immediately" once
notice is given, the Paris Agreement itself stipulates that the process takes a full
year.

Though Trump withdrew the U.S. from the Paris Agreement during his first term in
office, it wasn't easy to leave. The administration was bound by restrictions on
exiting the accord during its first few years. It ultimately took nearly four years
before the U.S. was actually out of the agreement, said David Waskow, who leads  
international climate policy and politics at the World Resources Institute.
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Greenhouse gases reach a new record as nations fall behind on climate
pledges
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"That is very different this time," Waskow said.

Leaving the accord could prove damaging, Waskow said, by potentially sidelining
the U.S. from some clean energy and green tech markets and reducing leverage
with other countries. That could hamper some of Trump's broader economic goals
for the U.S.

Trump has been hostile to many renewable energy initiatives and other climate
measures, including efforts to promote electric vehicles. His nominee to lead the
Environmental Protection Agency, Lee Zeldin, acknowledged the reality of human-
caused climate change in his confirmation hearing, but has indicated the Trump
administration would seek to roll back many environmental regulations.

Revoking Biden-era climate efforts

Trump also issued a barrage of other orders Monday aimed at boosting fossil fuels
and undoing Biden-era initiatives to limit greenhouse gas emissions. He declared
a national energy emergency and revoked many of Biden's executive orders on
climate change. New orders instruct agencies to roll back restrictions on offshore
drilling and reconsider protections for Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Trump also issued a moratorium on new wind power projects on federal lands,
pausing new leases and permits for both onshore and offshore wind farms. He
revoked an executive order that compelled government regulators to assess the
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risks of climate change to the financial system. And he instructed agencies to
review any regulations that might "burden the development of domestic energy
resources."

That could include major Biden administration climate policies, including EPA
rules limiting emissions from coal- and gas-fired power plants and new fees on
methane emissions from the oil and gas industry.

Julia Simon contributed reporting to this story.

climate change paris agreement trump's presidential transition
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SPACE

The Artemis II crew saw parts of the moon never seen before. Here's what they said

TECHNOLOGY

ICE acknowledges it is using powerful spyware
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THE PICTURE SHOW

Photos: NASA releases first images from moon flyby

HEALTH

Telehealth abortion will remain available for now, after a federal judge's ruling

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:46 AM Trump orders U.S. withdrawal from Paris Agreement, revokes Biden climate actions : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/01/21/nx-s1-5266207/trump-paris-agreement-biden-climate-change 11/16

https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone


PLANET MONEY NEWSLETTER

How Bill Phillips used flowing water to model the economy
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Congressional Democrats raise alarm over Trump's comments on Iran
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U.K. issues Ye travel ban over antisemitism, leading to festival cancellation
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Now cancer-free, 'Roastmaster' comic Jeff Ross still finds humor in loss

SPACE

Astronauts suggest naming a moon crater 'Carroll' after their commander's late wife

NPR'S NEWSMAKERS

CEO of nation's largest bank says Iran war raises risk of 'bad economic outcomes'
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