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The Justice Department's Civil Rights Division is in upheaval amid a mass exodus
of attorneys as the Trump administration moves to radically reshape the division,
shelving its traditional mission and replacing it with one focused on enforcing the
president's executive orders.

Some 250 attorneys — or around 70% of the division's lawyers — have left or will
have left the department in the time between President Trump's inauguration and
the end of May, according to current and former officials.

t marks a dramatic turn for the storied division, which was created during the
civil rights movement and the push to end racial segregagion. For almost 70 years,
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Critics warn DOJ is being politicized despite vows to end its purported
weaponhnization

Now, the administration is redirecting the division to enfprce Trump's executive
prders, including ending the alleged radical indoctrination in schools, defending
women from "gender ideology extremism,' and combatting antisemitism and

purported anti-Christian bias.
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Five current or former department officials, most of whom spoke on condition of

anonymity for fear of retribution, say the current effort amounts to the dismantling

of the division and its traditional mission.

"The Civil Rights Division exists to enforce civil rights laws that protect all

Americans,' said Stacey Young, a former division attorney who left the department

in late January. "It's not an arm of the White House. It doesn't exist to enact the
president's own agenda. That's a perversion of the separation of powers and the

role of an independent Justice Department."
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"We don't just slow down the woke. We take up the cause to achieve the executive
branch's goals. This is the opportunity where we can ensure that our nation's civil

rights laws benefit all Americans, not just a select few."
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most vulnerable among us to actually wage an all-out assault on the civil rights of
vulnerable people, including Black people, brown people, women, LGBTQIA folk."

"I grew up in the wake of the civil rights movement where we celebrated all the
heroes in the progress and the gains, and knowing that there's still so much work
that needs to be done in this country. And this is the most dramatic backward
turn that I've experienced in my lifetime, Futterman said.
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began reassigning managers — widely seen as a push to have them quit — and

https://www.npr.org/2025/05/19/g9-s1-66906/trump-civil-rights-justice-exodus 5/16


https://www.npr.org/2025/03/24/nx-s1-5332145/voting-rights-act-1965-justice-department
https://www.npr.org/sections/elections/
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/24/nx-s1-5332145/voting-rights-act-1965-justice-department
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/24/nx-s1-5332145/voting-rights-act-1965-justice-department

4/8/26, 5:11 AM

70% of the DQJ's Civil Rights Division lawyers are leaving because of Trump's reshaping : NPR

forcing attorneys to work on task forces dedicated to certain Trump priorities like

antisemitism or transgender issues.

Dhillon, in her remarks at the Federalist Society event, acknowledged the

departures.

"We wish them well in their future endeavors and their passions,' she said. "They

need to pursue them elsewhere. That's not going to be happening at the DOJ."
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This form of mental exercise may cut dementia risk for decades
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Australia charges ex-soldier with 5 war-crime murders in Afghanistan
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