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ALVARADO, Texas — A Palestinipgetwiaman who was the last person still in

mmigration detention aft ninistration's 2025 crackdown on pro-

Palestinian activism on collegaeapipuses was freed Monday after a year in

custody.
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Last protester after Trump's campus crackdown has been released : NPR

For some students who protested war in Gaza, fear and silence is a new

Leqaa Kordia, a 33-year-old from the West Bank who has lived in New Jersey

since 2016, had been held in a U.S. immigration detentio

n center in Texas since

last March. Her detention was linked, in part, to her participation in a protest

outside Columbia University in 2024.
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We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

An inwmigradioacdudgediachotideredyberdeeleasadcombond

$108:6%06 Eshod der weg? our p resr?r%c% sed% a;to

oVi |ng jec or WI rawmg ur consén W|Il
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

Kordia said she was looking forward to going home and |
nard." But she also said she would keep fighting on beha

held at the detention center.

'There is a lot of injustice in this place,' she said. "There
shouldn't be here the first place."
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Kordia was among a number of people arrested last year after the Trump
administration began using its immigration enforcement powers on noncitizens
who had criticized or protested Israel's military actions in Gaza, many students
and scholars at American universities.
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Kordia said she joined a 2024 demonstration outside Columbia University after

Israel killed scores of her relatives in Gaza, where she m

aintains deep personal

ties. She was around 100 people arrested by city police at that protest, but the

charges against her were dismissed and sealed. Information about her arrest was

later given to the Trump administration by the New York

City Police Department,

which said it was told the records were needed as part of a money laundering

investigation.

Kordia was arrested during a March 13, 2025, check-in with U.S. Immigration and

Prairieland Detention Center, south of Dallas.
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At a hearing Friday, Kordia's attorneys said she had a neurological condition that
had worsened while in custody, putting her at an elevated risk of seizure. They
reiterated that she could stay with U.S. citizen family members and did not pose a
flight risk.
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